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Introduction
Have you ever felt at a complete loss concerning your circumstances
in life? Have you ever felt that you are always coming up just short
of the goals you set, or the promises God has given to you? Do you
feel that your life is a roller coaster that is speeding up and getting
more frightening? Have you ever felt as if you have worked harder than
ever before and falling further behind? Does your life feel like you are
constantly missing a piece of the puzzle; but just when you obtain the
missing piece, it feels as if a diﬀerent piece is now missing? Added to
all these feelings do you ﬁnd yourself frequently comparing your life to
others who seem to have everything together?
If this comes close to describing how you feel, there is some great
news and some bad news. The great news is that there are rational
explanations why you are having these feelings of anxiety, loss of hope,
and fear. In fact, the situations you are having are also being experienced
by the majority of people around the world. These situations which
many of us experience are simply due to the present day clashing of
the time(s) that are taking place in heaven and hell. The confusion and
frustration are increasing because Satan desires you to compare your
circumstances to the few extraordinary and highly aggressive people
who never seem to have the same issues. Many of these extraordinary
people include great preachers or evangelists who have reached heights
of stardom; giving the illusion that their lifestyle should be the normal
lifestyle for you to compare your life against.
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The bad news is that there has been a subtle yet tremendous shift in
time(s) that has made the majority of activities and events which used
to improve your life and faith, now have little impact on your faith.
These very things were great activities such as Christian conferences,
small groups, books, sermons, and music which at one time were able
to pick you up and keep you going for another spurt of time.
We have entered a clashing of time(s) that has minimized the
eﬀectiveness of all the things which at one time provided short term
help for our concerns and worries. The evidence becomes clearer as
we realize that during the phenomenal growth of Christian music,
leadership conferences, and mega churches the opposite eﬀect
has occurred in the life of Churches and Christians. As we reﬂect
on the past 10 years, the dysfunctional and shallow nature of many
Churches and Christians have increased as fast as the Christian media,
conferences, teachings, and ministries have grown. This is a strange
phenomenon that is actually producing the opposite eﬀects of what is
intended. The more that our man-made eﬀorts expand and grow, the
more instable the structure and people they serve become.
We must ask the question…“What in heaven and hell is really happening
during our time to cause such a clash of times and activities?” Yes,
you are hearing this correctly… We have entered an era of time where
the more we produce in the name of religion or Christianity, the more
issues people will have. It is truly a clashing of times!
During the past ten years there is clear evidence that the world
is changing at an alarming rate. This alarming rate of change has
created a paradox between tremendous progress and at the same time
it has produced a great fall-out in all aspects of life. From ﬁnances,
bankruptcies, weather patterns, wars, rebellion, sickness, pedophilia
in the ranks of clergy, and work place stress. This is just a short list
which is continuing to grow. The present time we are living in could
be considered one of the greatest clashing of all time. A time that is
leading up to a cataclysmic moment that is yet to be seen.
As you open the pages and chapters of this book and examine the
reality and simplicity of “What in Heaven and Hell is happening,’ you
x

will ﬁnd an awareness of how easy it is for us to be deceived by time,
and fail to realize the present day we are living in. Understanding the
element of time can be used as a key reference point to where we are
at in the history of the world. We will examine the reality of why we
are often confused about time, and miss the reality and signiﬁcance of
what is taking place.
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Chapter One

The Clashing of
Heaven and Hell
During the past 5-10 years there has been a continual increase in
strange behaviors and events which have many people wondering what
is happening. Many of the people who are asking this question are
asking because they themselves are experiencing unusual stress, fear,
and/or have seen bizarre behaviors or events that cause bewilderment
and concern. The real question that people should be asking is “What
in heaven and hell is happening?” The phenomena of bizarre behaviors
and activities that we are seeing at the present time are caused by
activities that are happening simultaneously in both heaven and hell.
We are entering a time of intensifying trends which are both exciting,
yet challenging. The intensifying trends are caused by the clashing and
colliding of the times and things which exist in the spiritual realm;
between heaven and hell. There are catastrophic patterns of activities
occurring in the spiritual realm causing bizarre actions and behaviors
by people within the church and the world. It is a paradox of all
paradoxes that will bring great suspense as well as great challenges
that have never been seen before. If you are willing to invest the time
to patiently and carefully read through the chapters that follow, you
will be frightened, encouraged, challenged, motivated, and in the end
changed. In addition to all the emotions you will experience, you will
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come to a conclusion that there is only one choice to prevent fear from
ruling your life as the time and activities intensify.
A description of exactly what is happening during the shaking can be
described like a group of people ﬂying on a airplane for the ﬁrst time.
They are all scared of the take-oﬀ (that ﬁrst 5 minutes) because they
are forced to put their hope and trust in something diﬀerent during
that ﬁve minutes. First time airplane passengers realize they do not
have their hands on the steering wheel and they cannot see through
the front windshield to see where they are headed. They are ready to
leave the ground and experience the uncertainty of something they
have never experienced before. For the ﬁrst few minutes they are full
of anxiety and start imagining the worse case scenarios. Scenes from
airplane disaster movies quickly ﬂash through their minds as they
wonder if they should have told more people they love them. They
enter a quick realm of uncertainty due to loss of self-control, which
causes many thoughts of fear and death to enter their mind. Multiply
this simple scenario with 100 additional modern day life experiences
where we are no longer in control; and then you will have a sense of
what is about to take place when God’s shaking clashes with Satan’s
desperation. Many people can already testify to this clashing because
they have already experienced many of these small uncontrollable
journeys. Over the past few years the loss of homes through weather
and ﬁres are only one small sampling. The bankruptcies, suicides,
sexual cravings, loss of jobs, wars, rumors of wars, hatred, anxiety,
and divorce, are additional samplings of the shaking. God is shaking
everything! And as it increases, we will be forced to put our conﬁdence
in faith, hope, and love. These three attributes are all that will remain
when the world as we know it comes to an end. Unfortunately the
majority of people, including churches and Christians, have put a lot of
their conﬁdence in more things than just faith, hope, and love.
Where is all the Clashing and Colliding Coming From?
There are three simultaneous causes to the clashing and colliding of
times. 1) Knowledge has increased and changed the complexity of our
society. 2) A shaking in the spiritual realm has begun. 3) The fulﬁllment
of 35 simultaneous scriptural activities are occurring and intensifying.
2
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1) A knowledge driven society has changed our world
Without a doubt we could all start out with the premise that 1) Things
in life are getting more complex than everyone desires; and 2) the basic
element of time is changing at increased intervals or frequencies.
The complexity and faster intervals or frequency in time changes is
a result of the increased pace of knowledge around the world. We
are living in what society has labeled the ‘K’ society, known as the
knowledge society, or knowledge economy. This society or economy
thrives on the advancement of knowledge. Companies realize that true
wealth and competitive advantage comes from increases in knowledge
and intelligence.
From a human perspective our present knowledge society has been
phenomenally changed. We have reached a point in the history of the
world where science and technology are merging to allow previous
breakthroughs in technology and science to be built upon. In addition
to the capability of building upon previous generations of knowledge,
the technology itself is capable of merging together for exponential
systematic advancements. This convergence of previous inventions
allows new systems and knowledge-bases to be utilized and developed
into even more knowledge. A simple example is: During the past twenty
years, the four key developments in technology have been 1) Personal
Computers, 2) Advanced Telecommunications 3) Global Positioning
systems, and 4) Databases or Business Intelligence systems. Each
of these developments by themselves have advanced in wonderful
ways. What is spectacular and amazing is that the recent increase in
knowledge has increased to the level that science can now converge
these four developments into a combined system which allows the
following scenario.
Retail stores have the capability to use satellite technology combined
with global positioning systems to instantly detect changes in weather
patterns around the world to determine at what retail store locations
consumers will need certain merchandise such as umbrellas, snow
blowers, shovels, electric heaters, coats, swim wear, etc. This knowledge
along with the advanced pricing databases gives retail stores the
ﬂexibility to raise prices and shift staﬀ personnel within 1-2 hr time
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frames or intervals of time. Some retail stores have already investigated
and considered the potential of having employees re-arrange their work
schedules into multiple split shifts to accommodate predictable trends
of buying patterns. These work shifts would be 2-4 hour time intervals.
You can quickly see the time-intervals have changed when considering
that just 10 years ago the main buying patterns of consumers were based
on the change of seasons and holidays. The old time change intervals
only required changes in pricing and staﬃng patterns in 2-4 month
intervals. The new convergence of multiple systems of technology has
changed this frequency to once every 1-2 hours. This same concept of
applying multiple systems of inventions crosses into the majority of
disciplines such as the medical ﬁeld, transportation ﬁeld, food service,
and agriculture. Applying the knowledge and inventions across all
disciplines has sped up all intervals of time, which eﬀects most of our
lives. Keep in mind that I only mentioned four key developments
out of the hundreds that have been developed. Imagine the collective
changes that have taken place when applying thousands of inventions
across all professions such as the medical, transportation, education,
legal, research, and business development. This trend or pattern of
growth within knowledge will continue to intensify at increased rates
that eﬀect our society and personal lives.
The scientiﬁc breakthroughs have been wonderful from a
competitive standpoint, but it has caused many clashes in the
social aspects and patterns of life. When the frequency of change
continues to shrink, the expectations of workers continues to
increase. In addition these changes eﬀect the family format in
many diﬀerent ways.
Prior to the knowledge society most families operated in a “factory
related society.” A factory related society was based around a few
simple premises 1) America was the world’s main producer of gross
national products and thus the main supplier of the world’s goods. 2)
The work schedule, school schedule, and church schedule all coincided
around blocks of time that allowed families to grow together and
manage their time and activities more eﬃciently. It was common to
have dinner together, Bible devotions together, and go to church and
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school activities together. Life seemed simple because most people
and families were pulling together in the same direction.
The knowledge society has produced a clash or collision with the
lifestyles that many people once knew. It is estimated that over 30
million Americans no longer work in a traditional job that starts and
stops in a regular 8-10 hour schedule. These jobs are knowledge jobs
where global meetings, email, cell phones, and emergency meetings do
not have an 8-hour schedule or time-limit. Many of these workers no
longer have their life packaged around the family dinner schedules,
church schedules, and start and stop patterns that made life and family
scheduling simpler. This may be the primary reason that the school
and church environments that still operate around an outdated or
traditional schedule clash with a large majority of society. Many of
the traditional churches have lost large amounts of members, while
churches who have embraced a broader venue and access to their
programs seem to be thriving. It is important to note that many of the
‘knowledge’ society workers deal with guilt over the inability to have a
traditional schedule, devotional time, and normal family times. This
guilt is unhealthy as the change in society dictates the shift in work
patterns that no longer align with the traditional schedules.
Added to the scheduling conﬂicts of the ‘K’ society, the media industry
has ﬁlled an increased portion of the void in face-to-face relationships by
providing around-the-clock access to electronic and virtual information
and communication. This is why so many 24x7x365 news, weather,
shopping networks, and talk shows have been so successful. The media
industry has added technology and knowledge which has grown well
beyond the TV. The internet, instant messaging, text messaging and the
social networking capabilities of Myspace and Facebook have changed
the fabric of how we view time, send and retrieve information, interact
with society, and share our personal life with not only friends and
family, but with complete strangers. The cumulative advancements in
media technologies in an online world has rearranged the way in which
the world shops, looks for jobs, orders products, makes donations,
expresses ourselves, dates, gambles, and experiences sexual fantasies.
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In summary, the knowledge society has produced many tremendous
advancements that have replaced our traditional mode of work, family
time, relationships, and social life. Life as we knew it is no longer
packaged into neat-and-tidy time frames that we evaluate once every
few years. Rather, our lives have become socially networked with
electronics, communications, time schedules, and relationships that
change in very frequent intervals. This change which happens many
times without our conscious awareness, clashes with the traditional
format of family, church, and in some cases the values that we once
had.
It is not my intent to paint a negative picture or claim to reveal what
is right or wrong with the changes caused by the ‘K’ society. My intent
is to simply make people aware of the reality of how frequent change
is occurring and impacting our society. I believe this is the very reason
why God had the prophet Daniel write the words which clearly state
that during the last days of time people would obtain an increase in
knowledge as well as travel in a more frequent and broader manner.
We are literally seeing Bible prophecy fulﬁlled.
“But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until
the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase
knowledge.” Daniel 12:4 (NIV)
2) A Shaking in the Spiritual Realm – A Clashing of Purposes
In Hebrews 12:26-27 God makes a clear statement that He will shake
both the heaven and the earth one more time to see what will remain.
God has made a clear statement that He wants to see what things will
remain when all things we have put our hope in have been shaken.
He did not say he would shake people, rather, He stated that He will
shake the foundations of what has been created. This is the primary
cause for what we see happening with ﬁnancial structures, government
structures, religious structures, social structures, political structures,
and even weather patterns.
“At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised,
“Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”
Now this phrase “once more” indicates the removing of what can
6
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be shaken- that is, created things- so that what cannot be shaken
may remain.” Hebrews 12:26-27 (NIV)
It is important to recognize that in preparation for the last days God is
intensifying things. Not only will the earth be shaken but the heavens
as well. Even though we may not yet be in the fullness of the shaking,
it is evident that there are “warm-up” sessions or cycles happening. In
God’s grace, He is warning the earth that it is getting time for His
return. The bizarre human behaviors and strange weather patterns are
heaven and earth’s response to God’s voice…saying to get ready. In fact
in Hebrews 12:26, it starts out by saying “His voice shook the earth.”
The Bible in numerous passages is clear that nature responds to
God’s voice. Upon further study you will see that God’s voice truly causes
nature to respond. Considering the fact that God’s voice caused nature to
be created and at the end of this world God’s voice causes it to be removed;
it is completely plausible that in-between the beginning and the end, God’s
voice is speaking and causing nature to respond. This thought goes beyond
probable when you consider that scripture states there is evidence that before
judgment there will be an increase in earthquakes, shakings, and the seas and
waves will roar.

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth,
nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and
tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be
shaken.” Luke 21:25-26
Verse 27 -28 of Luke 21 states that after these things we will see the
Lord coming and that we are to view these things as a sign that our
redemption draws near. Because of God’s love and mercy for humanity,
what we may be witnessing is the fulﬁllment of scripture that he is
warning us that His return is near. God’s lovely voice is echoing His
return, and nature is simply responding by being shaken at the sound
of His voice.
The book of Joel reminds us that God promises to sound an alarm
before the great and terrible day of the Lord. Without getting caught
up in theological timing, consider the fact that God warns people
7
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before its too late. His voice is clearly going to sound an alarm and
cause nature to respond.
“Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let
all who live in the land tremble. For the day of the Lord is coming.
It is close at hand.” Joel 2:1
Consider the two facts; 1) God says he would warn us before He
returns, and 2) Nature must respond to God’s voice/alarm/shout. We
could possibly suggest that the present day natural disasters are neither
judgment nor global warming, but rather God sounding his voice as an
alarm that He is ready to return. In God’s love and mercy we may very
well be hearing an alarm and nature is doing what it must do; respond
and be shaken at His voice…causing various kinds of natural disasters.
We ought to be excited because Jesus said in His word that at these
signs we should lift our heads because our redeemer is coming.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks in pieces
the cedars of Lebanon.” Psalm 29: 5 (NIV).
The fullness of the shaking which is mentioned in Hebrews 12:26-27
is not necessarily known. However, what is known is that the shaking
will take place and it will be used as a means to show what we really
put our faith, hope, and love in. The sad news is that the shaking is
painful for many people who have put their faith, hope, and love in
things that are temporal and man-made. The good news is that God
states that only faith, hope and love will remain, all else will be shaken
and vanish (1 Corinthians 13:13.) This is also the reason why Jesus
asked the question in Luke 18:8 “When I return will I ﬁnd Faith on the
earth?” He knew that the future shaking will require faith; and that
faith is a critical ingredient to our relationship with Christ.
“I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However,
when the Son of Man comes, will he ﬁnd faith on the earth?”
Luke 18:8 (NIV)
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“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.” Hebrews 11:6
Keep in mind that God’s purpose is to help us to stand upon faith in
Him alone. It may be that God desires the shaking to begin and take
place because He clearly sees what is happening on the earth. He is
fully aware of the hype and build-up of so much trust and faith in
people, buildings, economies, companies, money, emotions, churches,
and denominations. It has become testing time for the earth. When we
have put so much hope in material and tangible things, it should be
understood that when these things start crumbling, so will the people
who put these very things above and/or before God.
According to a complete understanding of scripture and its simplicity,
one can clearly see that Faith is the only currency used in the spiritual
realm. Our earthly minds are drawn to the currency of earth called
money. Therefore we spend so much time trying to earn and obtain the
currency that allows us to operate in our earthly realm of understanding.
However, in order to operate in the heavenly realm we need to have
the currency of heaven; faith. From the moment we accept Christ we
switch our currency to faith, by faith we believe, by faith we are saved,
by faith we can be healed, by faith we can allow God to change our
circumstances, by faith we step out of the normal realm of who we
are and become who God desires us to become. Our faith must be
built upon and increased in order for us to operate more eﬀectively
in the Kingdom. God states in Hebrews 11:6 ‘And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.’ Faith
begins the process and faith will end the process. How has your faith
account been lately? Is there a negative or positive balance in your faith
account? When we have a bank account on earth the credits into our
account help build the account in a positive direction. However, the
opposite of a credit is a debit. Once my debits exceed my credit I have
a negative account balance. In the spiritual realm the opposite of faith
is fear. Faith can be seen as a credit that builds your account, while fear
can be seen as a debit which depletes your account. If you were to take
a quick view of your own faith account, what would you ﬁnd? Has
9
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there been a depletion of that account (your faith) by all the activities
of fear that have been issued against your faith.
An added dimension to the clashing and shaking
At the same time that God’s shaking has begun, satan…who has the
opposite interest in our faith has issued an all out war against our faith.
Prior to any shaking, satan issues an ‘all-hands-on-deck’ command to
build up a false and temporal structure. He is an expert on what the
ﬂesh loves, as well as an expert on the only currency that exists in
heaven; faith. He has been getting ready and geared up for this moment
in time. He is issuing debits of fear against your faith to deplete your
faith account with God. This is why so many people are living a life of
fear, rather than faith.
Without giving satan too much credit, let me simply use scripture to
make the point crystal clear. “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power. Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against ﬂesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand. Stand ﬁrm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet
ﬁtted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to
all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
ﬂaming arrows of the evil one.” Ephesians 6:10-16
In this passage it is clear that the wrestling and struggling that we will
have is not against ﬂesh and blood, but against spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. What we really see happening at the present time
is a dual shaking or warm-up shaking in the heavens and earth from
God. Our faith is being tested by God, while at the same time a clash
in the spiritual realm from satan is depleting or destroying our faith.
You can see now why it is appropriate to ask ‘what in heaven and hell
is happening?’ God warns us that not only will He shake the earth, but
also the heavens. What is being stated is the fact that God will shake
both the temporal structures on earth as well as the spiritual structures
10
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in the spiritual realm. Needless to say, all the elements that are being
shaken are not visible or apparent to the natural eye. This indicates
that the less spiritual a person is, the less they will see, the less they will
notice, and the less they will identify with the spiritual battle that is
occurring. They only see and hear the results and give shallow answers
such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Awe that’s too bad
Well there is not much we can do when people make the
wrong choices
Church leaders have always fallen, so this is nothing new.
We really don’t know what’s happening with the weather,
but God doesn’t judge, so it must be global warming.
There is no perfect church you know.
I wouldn’t worry about what is happening because God is
too loving to allow anyone to be hurt.

These shallow answers and many others like them are only an indicator
of the lack of a person’s heart and spiritual discernment. What all
this indicates to me is that there is a deﬁnite spiritual war or spiritual
clashing taking place before our very eyes, causing behavior that
is unexplainable. It is much like a person who has ever lived in the
northern part of the United States during the middle of winter. They
ﬁnd that their car operates ﬂawlessly all year long until the temperature
(without much warning) quickly drops to -20 degrees Fahrenheit
and the car is suddenly tested in a whole diﬀerent environment. The
battery in their car that worked the day before is quickly powerless,
and the water or anti-freeze that may not have been tested for -20
degrees Fahrenheit causes the car engine coolants to freeze as a result.
Within a matter of one day everything that worked, is at a stand-still.
This analogy is similar to what may be happening in the world today.
We have hit a point of multi-stressful activities that are testing our
ability to function in sub-normal patterns of life.
An example of this bizarre behavior are the many unassuming ministers
who at one point were functioning in the fair-weather of religiosity
and were caught completely oﬀ guard by a sudden tremor or shaking
that shook their faith to see how well it was grounded. The shaking
11
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which was sudden and beyond their normal testing, led to uncertainty,
doubt, fear and anxiety; which in turn opened the door for the
spiritual realm of their life to be distorted, disturbed, and perverted
toward actions unbecoming to their normal character. The enemy is
granted permission to step in and snap their spiritual logic, causing
them to begin a path of behavior that turns bizarre. You may think
this is a slight over reaction, and wonder why I have chosen to use the
word bizarre. What else would you call 4,000 ministers who have been
accused of molesting young boys…certainly not normal! What may be
more bizarre is our in-action of the very activities that are unbecoming
of criminals in prison, let alone leaders of a church. When the church
is more concerned with shutting down a porn shop, yet remain silent
over clergy who have violated humanity at levels below criminals;
the bizarre has taken over. Surely any normal thinking person would
have to admit that something is not quite right, and in fact would be
classiﬁed as bizarre behavior on the parts of leaders in churches and
followers.
This same concept may explain why life appeared so much simpler 40years ago. 40-years ago we only heard of sporadic depression cases,
sexual assaults, people snapping, school shootings, suicides, mass
murders, white-collar crimes, rapes, tortures, terrorism, bombings,
etc. Today these and many other real life issues have become weekly
occurrences. The pressures and stresses of life have increased to a point
that makes a statement and case that the spiritual temperature of life
has drifted below the breaking point for many people. Many of these
people are in the midst of our churches, which many people naturally
and blindly believe are safe from the stresses of life. Suddenly, the world
and church are shocked with the recent news reports that statistically
prove that the church is no better oﬀ than the world. There is new
evidence that states that there are just as many divorces, just as many
leaders snapping, just as much depression, just as much loneliness, and
possibly more sexual misconduct within the church.
As a society we now have depression in epidemic proportions, with
new forms of the disease diagnosed regularly; such as light deprivation
and/or seasonal depression. Many people who want to escape the reality
of the present day shaking would begin stating that these problems
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have always existed. This is untrue, and used as another religious or
moral person’s excuse to ignore the reality. We need to be awakened
and admit the issues as they occur in an honest eﬀort to allow God’s
judgment process to begin in the house of God ﬁrst. We are appearing
as ignorant and unqualiﬁed leaders when we allow the media to expose
continual bizarre behavior both inside and outside the church on a
weekly basis.
It is true that Satan has been deceiving people for years, but it is also
true that he has escalated the deception to the level that people can
no longer discern truths from half-truths. In addition, I realize that it
may be completely possible that just as the technology advancements
have increased, have been built upon, and converged together for fuller
technological advancements, that satan has converged his deceptions
with truths, and half-truths along with the utilization of technology to
quickly advance his mission of deception. Below is just a small list of
possibilities in this pattern:
1. Forty years ago we labeled many of the drugs by their
descriptive names such as barbiturates, depressants,
stimulants, amphetamines, narcotics, and hallucinogens.
Today we have lost the real names and replaced them with
classier names. Many people including the elderly and kids
commonly take prescription drugs that have the classier
names from the pharmaceutical industry. We have become
a society addicted to a new means of using the same drugs
to alter perceived issues, feelings, and illnesses with nicenamed drugs. Granted that these drugs do temporarily
address issues and appear to help, but twenty years later we
have a society doped up and drugged up on mind-altering
and behavior-altering drugs. In many cases there are more
drugs used now to counter-alter the negative eﬀects of
the classy drugs. We also have many people taking forms
of vitamins that have been mixed with stimulants and
hallucinogens to speed-up weight loss, or gain a quick
energy boost for personal performance. This is another
example of mixing half-truths with truths which allow
people to feel better for periods of time. What you learned
13

 Michael L. Mathews 

about drugs when you were younger is just as true of the
clean and classy named drugs today. They alter your mind,
pick you up for periods of time, but in the end you are in
a worse state than the beginning, leaving you little choice
but to take more of the drugs to sustain a false sense of
normality. Even ﬁfth graders listening to the nice-named
drug commercials would easily detect and discern that if
a drug has more than 10 side eﬀects it may not be a good
idea to take it.
2. The advancement of the Internet has passed on great
knowledge to individuals who are able to learn more
information within quicker frequencies of time. Satan has
leveraged this technology to advance soft-pornography,
hard-pornography, and the pedophilia industry to new
riches and broader social acceptance. It is estimated that 30%
of clergy are presently addicted to Internet pornography,
and 40% of church men have addictions as well. It should
come as little surprise that there are such various amounts
of sexual misconduct amongst modern day church leaders
when we have increased and glamorized the options to
stimulate false imaginations of what sexuality really is,
and what women or men really want through the new
inventions of sensual and graphic content via the Internet.
3. Add on top of the advancement of clean and classy named
drugs the new scientiﬁc advancements labeled sexual
enhancement and arousal medications that are used for
breast enlargement, penis enlargements, longer lasting
erections, and greater sensual arousal. Strangely enough,
while all this is happening, the church world is still debating
if birth-control is acceptable while many of their members
are 5 -7 generations of sexual enhancement advancements
ahead of their minister…who by the way may also be hooked
on Internet pornography. (Wake-up). Step back and think
of the false logic and deception of the behavior. If you did
a six month experiment in your neighborhood and passed
out sexual enhancement and sexual arousal pills, vitamins,
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and/or drugs to all neighborhood animals for a six month
period, what do you think may start happening?
4. Gambling, slot machines, lottery tickets and other forms of
betting have reached unimaginable advancements. Cities
and states across America have believed the deception that
gambling is the greatest tourist attraction and tax relief
of all time. Of greater concern is the newest deception
that gambling is a sport aired on ESPN and many other
channels. We have advanced the addiction of gambling to
the level of a clean-cut sport. Truly bizarre and deceptive
behaviors.
5. Text messaging and social networking through Myspace
and Facebook have been wonderful advancements in some
regards. However many kids are using the social networks
as an opportunity to express themselves in a way that is not
a true representation of who they are. They are pretending
to be much more aggressive than what they really are.
The best way to describe it is as a virtual locker room
where people pretend and talk as if they are bigger than
life. This behavior is a perfect outlet for pretending and
thinking of oneself as bigger than life. The problem is that
the momentum of this behavior is pulling young people in
the wrong direction toward more aggression and bizarre
behavior.
In summary, the clashing and colliding of time is all about the
culmination of multiple and simultaneous events. God was clear when
He said He would shake the world to see what would remain and at
the same time satan has started an all out attack to deceive and prevent
people from exercising what little faith they have. Satan knows that
heaven operates on faith and that the opposite of faith is fear. His
deception is to keep people in fear by creating distractions, deceptions,
and disruptions. The majority of these are done in the spiritual realm
which explains why your average person cannot comprehend what is
happening. Every know-it-all Christian and minister, who couldn’t
ﬁght their way out of a spiritual paper bag, will ﬁnd it impossible to
wisely discern what has been taking place, or the signs of the times. In
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addition, the media will spend years blaming the shaking as nature’s
response to El’Nino or global warming.
“For our struggle is not against ﬂesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” Ephesians 6:12 (NIV)
The two previous descriptions of what in heaven and hell is happening
are interesting society changes which have probably made you more
aware of what may be happening in our time. The third facet of change
described below is an iron clad promise that God has forewarned of
tumultuous change which will increase and intensify.
3) God’s timing and prophecy is occurring and coming to fulﬁllment
God’s Word has, is, and will always remain true. There is no escaping
the reality that God’s Word has come to fulﬁllment in hundreds of
proclamations or prophecies. There is a proven track record with perfect
prophetic fulﬁllment as much of the future has now become modern
history. The majority of the prophecies already fulﬁlled in perfection
relate to the ﬁrst coming of Christ, His death, and resurrection. Many
of the remaining prophecies are foretold in relation to His second
coming. Just as the prophecies of His ﬁrst coming have been fulﬁlled
to perfection, so will the prophecies of His second coming. Even
though we do not know the exact timing, we can be assured that every
prophecy will come to pass.
“I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen; will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”
Matthew 5:18 (NIV)
The clarity in which Christ spoke and many others wrote in scripture
concerning the preparation for the last days is quite amazing. A person
would have to be ignorant, blind, or deceived by selﬁsh motives, or
by satan not to be aware of the signs of the times that were spoken
of. I think it is worth the time to explain and describe what scripture
reveals about the signs of the times.
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What is exciting, revealing, and interesting about all the descriptions
is that it clearly shows that there will be a clashing of times and events
prior to the second coming of Christ. What is about to be described
is an all-out confrontation between spiritual elements as well as their
increase in intensity.
The following table represents 35 warnings or signs of things that
will happen prior, during, and/or after the second coming of Christ.
Included is the status of each sign in order for you to see which signs
are already occurring and intensifying as we get closer to the time that
Jesus Christ returns.
Sign or Warning

Scripture

Present Status of
Sign
Occurring and
intensifying

1. Deceptions of
people

Matthew 24:2-5, 11,
24

2. False Christ’s
will come

Matthew 24:5, 23-26

Occurring and
intensifying

3. Many people
oﬀended

Matthew 24:10, 18:110

Occurring and
intensifying

4. Hatred of one
another

Matthew 24:10; II
Timothy 3:1-9

Occurring and
intensifying

5. Betrayals of each
other

Matthew 24:10; Mark
13:12

Occurring and
intensifying

6. Sin will increase

Matthew 24:12

Occurring and
intensifying

7. Increase in
sensuality, lust,
and sexual
immorality will
increase

Romans 1:21-25;
II Thessalonians 2:910;
I Peter 3:3;
II Timothy 3:1-5

Occurring and
intensifying

17

 Michael L. Mathews 

8. The love of many Matthew 24:12-13;
will decrease
II Timothy 3

Occurring and
intensifying

9. Greed, coveting,
and misleading
people through
false teachings
10. Faith will
decrease

II Peter 2;
II Timothy 3:1-5

Occurring and
intensifying

Luke 18:8;
II Timothy 4:3-4

Occurring and
intensifying

11. Falling away
from the faith
(Church leaving
the truth Apostasy)

II Thessalonians 2:3;
I Timothy 4:1-4;
II Timothy 3:1-9;
II Timothy 4:3-4

Occurring and
intensifying

12. Increased
Satanic Power

Matthew 24:24;
II Thessalonians 2:912
Matthew 24:11, 24;
Revelation 13

Occurring and
intensifying

14. Believers will
desire false
doctrine to
appease their
desires
15. Wars and
rumors of wars

II Timothy 4:3-4

Occurring and
intensifying

Matthew 24:6-7

Occurring and
intensifying

16. Increase in
rebellion which
is perceived as
the mystery of
iniquity
17. Famines in the
world

II Timothy 3:1-5;
II Thessalonians 2:7

Occurring and
intensifying

Matthew 24:6-7;
Revelation 6:5-6

Occurring and
intensifying

13. False prophets
will arise and
deceive many
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18. Pestilences

Matthew 24:7;
Revelation 6:8

19. Earthquakes

Matthew 24:7;
Revelation 6:12:17

Occurring,
intensifying, and
yet to intensify
Occurring and
intensifying

20. Anti-Semitism

Matthew 24:9;
Mark 13:9,13

Occurring and
intensifying

21. Procrastination
and lethargy

Matthew 24:39

Occurring and
intensifying

22. Increase in
scoﬀers of God’s
word and His
coming again
23. Increased
preaching of the
Gospel
24. Martyrdoms will
increase

II Peter 3:2-3

Occurring and
intensifying

Matthew 24:14

Occurring and
intensifying

25. Judgment of the
Church on earth

Revelation 1, 2, 3;
1 Peter 4:17

26. Satan will enter
and sit in the
sanctuary and
act as if He is
God
27. Increase in
people coming
and going
(Travel)

II Thessalonians 2:4

Occurring and
Matthew 24:9, 22
Ezekiel 37; Daniel
intensifying
8:24, Revelation 7:917, 11:7

Daniel 12:4
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28. Increase in
knowledge

Daniel 12:4

Occurring and
intensifying

29. Shaking of the
heaven and the
earth
30. God will put a
spirit of delusion
on people who
would not
believe the
truth and had
pleasure in
unrighteousness

Hebrews 12:25-26

May have started,
but will intensify

II Thessalonians 2:1112

Known time – but
before the second
coming

31. New Jewish
Temple

Matthew 24:15;
Revelation 11:1-2;
Daniel 8:9-13, 9:27,
11:45;
II Thessalonians 2:4

In the process of
being built

Yet to come
Matthew 24:16-21;
Revelation 12:6,14;
Isaiah 16:1-5; Daniel
11:40-45; Hosea
2:14-16
33. New Jewish
Matthew 24:9, 15-26; Yet to come
Nation in Judea
Ezekiel 37; Daniel
9:27
34. Great
Matthew 24:21;
Yet to come
Tribulation
Daniel 12:1;
Revelation 12:1, 19:21
35. Abomination of Matthew 24:15;
Yet to come
desolation
Daniel 9:27;
II Thessalonians 2:4;
Revelation 13
Table 1 Signs and Warnings of the Times Prior to Christ’s return
32. Flight of Jews
from Judea
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As you can quickly summarize from this information, there are many
signs all occurring at the same time that illuminate the reality that
the spiritual and emotional side of life will not be getting easier; but
more complex. Yes it is true, we also see signs of moral improvements
as a means that we are becoming a more civilized society. For instance,
there are many great causes and improvements such as:
•
•
•

More environmentally aware – There is less pollution,
more recycling and everyone is going “green.”
More socially aware – We are ﬁghting the war on poverty,
breast cancer, aids, abuse, etc.
More medically aware – People are more careful about their
health, more physically ﬁt, there is less cigarette smoking in
public places, and overall much better hygiene, etc.

We could easily enter a debate that makes a case that things are getting
better, not worse. I would challenge you to step back and see the
evidence as 1) we are better in many ways on the surface across all
societies, but 2) the fabric of the human heart of faith, hope, love and
conduct is on a declining path. This piece of our society is often hidden
and overshadowed from the improvements on the social surface.
The struggle with ﬁghting God’s Word and promise
I have been eternally saved by the grace of God for sixteen years. God
has done wonderful works in my life and blessed our family. As a
natural tendency to return the favors of God, as well as obey scripture,
my wife Pam and I have dedicated our ﬁnances, life, and motives to help
people. We have been extremely blessed to see God use these eﬀorts
to see people’s lives change, churches started, challenging concepts get
published, and many other accomplishments during our journey.
However, the journey during the last ﬁve years has been somewhat
diﬀerent. What has been diﬀerent is that the same people and types
of people we have been ministering to have revealed a surprising and
shocking reality. That reality includes some of the following:
1. Much of the positive change that people have today is
surface change and/or very temporal…lasting weeks or
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2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

only days. Deep within themselves they have not made the
commitment to change, or made the decision to develop
their faith for long lasting change.
Many of the ministers we have known who were once
excited about Godly things have turned to temporal
satisfaction.
Many other ministers have turned their attention to a
combination of manipulative methods, love for money,
and/or turned their hearts over to fear, which produces
more control and manipulation to control the little they
possess.
A noted increase in the irrational behavior of leaders in
both the world and church – sexual sin, money mongers,
false promises in exchange for money.
The statistics that sexual sin and divorce in the church is
greater than divorce and sexual sin outside the church.
The spiritual health of the church and Christians are
proportionately opposite of the amount of resources and
funds we put toward Christian music, literature, buildings
and conferences.

The last ﬁve years has been extremely diﬃcult, but it has forced us to
ask God; “What is happening?” We have been through moments of
guilt, shame, and utter wonderment. This wonderment also included
the possibility that everything was just ﬁne; and it was actually our
own hearts that were wrong. In fact, we went back and forth with
our own questions such as “are we imagining things, have we left our
ﬁrst love, are we thinking more negatively than we ought to be?” This
process continued to draw us to God’s Word and more prayer and
questions. The simplest way to explain the end-result of our process
and questioning was a response from God that was; “Mike, what would
you like me to do, change Bible prophecy so that your desire of seeing people
and churches changed comes true? Don’t you know that my Word indicates
what signs would take place just prior to my return? I can’t change my
Word simply so you can get the results that you have been used to in the
past” In other words God was directing me to the reality that in the
days before His coming, His Word must be fulﬁlled and that by the
signs that He gave through His Word, we would see a shift in behaviors
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both in the church and the world. In fact when you view all the signs
simultaneously together you can see there is some serious shaking
going on; making for a “clashing of times.”
This word from the Lord forced me to review again the scriptures to see
what they said about the last days. The scriptures reveal clearly what
will happen in the last days. The whole review of scripture allowed
me to question and understand the ‘time’ or season of time that we are
living in.
Figure 1 below assembles the information in Chapter 1 into a systematic
timeline. This illustrates the reality that God’s Word is very deﬁnitive
and clear that the signs and changing of time would help us know we
are getting close to His return. The numbered lines represents the 35
signs illustrated in Table 1.
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The Signs and Warnings Before Christ’s Return
As you can see I have attempted to plot the 35 warnings and signs on
the timeline which represent the time between Christ’s ﬁrst coming
and second coming. The majority of this timeline represents the end of
the church age, which is generally classiﬁed as the time between Christ
death and resurrection and the rapture of the church. Even though
the intervals or events are not exactly to-scale, the most important
thing is that the majority of the signs are prior to the rapture of the
church. The contents of this book will walk you through a more indepth timeline which explains critical view points of our present time.
These points are the judgment of the church and the placement of
events immediately before or after the rapture. It is not my intent to
say the times are exact or speciﬁc. Rather you will learn that scripture’s
intent, as well as my intent, is to give some reference points so that the
warning signs may truly be what they are called – warning signs. It is
my sincere interest to give every reader a glimpse of God’s faithfulness
which is shown in the fact that He personally recorded all the warning
signs to get people to pay attention as we are getting close to his return.
If you will take the contents of this book and try not to extract dates
and times, but use it as a reference point, you will become much more
concerned with the present time we are living, and less focused on the
past or future times.
I trust as you openly reﬂect the possibilities of the time that we are
living in, you will begin to see why there is so much uncertainty, stress,
depression, anxiety, hatred, hate crimes, divorce, rebellion at all levels,
wars, political and corporate corruption, dishonesty, wars, rumors
of war, terrorism, school shootings, sexual perversion, sports teams
cheating to win, gambling, bizarre weather, disease, famines, etc. At the
same time all these things are occurring and intensifying, people’s faith
in God is crumbling and churches are turning from the central truth
of the gospel. This is not surprising when you consider that scripture
states churches will fall away from the faith as we approach the return
of Christ.
The combination of the noted 35 signs and warnings eventually begin
to multiply and build upon one another. In the same manner that we
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noted that technologies build upon each other for greater advancements,
so do the multiple and combined behaviors and sinful lifestyles
that are noted. This may explain the combination of politicians and
religious leaders turning to bizarre behaviors. Just combine corruption,
hatred, sexual lust and perversion and you get the results of religious
leaders with sexual tendencies that include pedophilia, homosexual
tendencies, and internet porn addictions. The time and truth of God’s
Word may begin the process of answering “What in Heaven and Hell
is happening?” Figure 2 is used as a visual to help illustrate the eﬀects
of the warnings. The diagram represents only ten of the warnings, but
illustrates the reality of how the increase and decrease of behaviors
work against each other; or potentially clash and cause intensiﬁed
results.

Figure 2 The Clashing of the Signs
What should becoming clear to you is that ‘time’ and ‘times’ have
changed and the results of the change are being seen throughout the
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world. God’s Word stated they would occur and intensify before the
return of Christ.
What works against any possibility for healthy church growth is a
failure, ignorance, or denial by the church that we are in this clashing
of signs and times. It is critical that we have the knowledge and
appreciation for all facets of God’s Word, not just the single point
acknowledgement of Christ’s return; and a false security that we will
be protected from all the sorrows of the world. There is a true clashing
of times that has caught many oﬀ guard. The clashing of these times
and signs are not necessary evil or bad, however, the misunderstanding
and unawareness of them is causing great stress and emotion, which in
return causes more issues. Satan has done an exceptional job keeping
most people living in the past and wishing for the future; while at the
same time being blind to the present reality of what is occurring during
the present time.
There is a reality that the church and every serious Christian needs
to be awakened, aware, and pro-active in our present day. We can
no longer aﬀord to live in a short sighted view of only the past and
future and continue to be unaware of the present time. As you read
the following chapters please be patient and let the information build
upon itself and you will be rewarded with a new awareness of our
present time. There will be some places where you think I am repeating
myself. The apparent repetition is intentional. Considering the topic
being discussed it is critical to make sure every avenue is covered to
allow you to come to God’s conclusion. It will prevent both scriptural
experts and novices to argue every angle and yet come up with a simple
conclusion; called God’s truth. For those people who are not out to
argue and debate God’s Word you may ﬁnd skipping certain repetitive
portions beneﬁcial.
In the last chapter you will be able to see the simple and easy solution
to survive the present times and the intensity of the warnings and
signs as we move forward toward the return of Christ. The answer is
quite simple, yet very few people would ever heed the advice without
ﬁrst confessing the state of aﬀairs which is revealed in the following
chapters.
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Chapter Two

The Time Pendulum
Human nature has a strange way of viewing periods of time. This
strange human tendency somehow forces people to view time in the
same manner that a clock pendulum swings; from one end of time to
the other end of time, going back and forth, but never really stopping
in the middle, which represents the present time.
On one end of the pendulum of time we are encouraged to study and
anticipate the future, while on the other end of the pendulum we have
a tendency to recall fond memories of the past. It seldom allows us to
stop and examine, meditate, or enjoy the present time that we are living
in as much as we should. We as humans love to reﬂect on the past and
hear about the future, but often times completely missing the golden
moment of the present time. Most people operate on a scale of time
that looks backwards to the past or forward into the future, but as
stated, seldom stops to enjoy the present time.
After reading the following examples close your eyes for a few moments
and see how this pendulum of time theory has worked in your life.
Personal Life Examples:
1) My parents have a tendency when I come over to talk
about the past and good old times. This includes talking
about past neighbors, jobs, struggles, and fond memories
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just as if they happened yesterday, when in fact it was 20
-30 years ago. When they are not talking about the past
they start asking about my future plans and our children’s
future plans. Seldom do they ever just enjoy the present
time and the times they are living in. They use the very
little time we have to talk about the past and future.
2) My wife Pam and I have two teen-age girls. We have had a
tendency to tell them about the past and how much simpler
things were without the Internet, myspace, cell phones, etc.
When we are not trying to get them focused on the past,
we are planning with them their future (such as college),
and we toss in a few good thoughts about the rapture of
the church to keep them somewhat aware that it is still real
and in the future. Seldom do we just enjoy the moment, we
swing between the past and present. Maybe, I get this from
my parents?
3) I have also noticed that my teenage daughters enjoy the
past as I see them review videos and pictures of when they
were little children. They also talk about things like “I can’t
wait until I move out of the house”. Seldom do they just sit
down and enjoy the experiences of “today” with us. Maybe
they get this from their parents?
It is clear that through our few generations we catch ourselves reﬂecting
on the past and anticipating the future, while missing the reality of the
here and now. As you reﬂect on your moments with family and friends,
ask yourself the question… “What percentage of time is spent on the
past and future, versus the present time?”
Christian Examples:
1) Many churches have a tendency to speak in past and
future terms such as “yesteryear” and/or “the coming of
Christ.” Seldom do they talk about today as if it is as good,
vibrant, or as exciting as yesteryear, or the future. The “I
remember” stories are a dime a dozen and are ﬁne to tell,
but I personally enjoy stories of today and how God and
Christians are experiencing greater stories than yesteryear
stories. It proves that God is active and living today.
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2) Have you heard these clichés “We just need to get back to
when times were simpler, more pure, easier…,” or “I recall
when my grandparents went to church…,” or “We just need
some of those good-old camp meetings…,” Or “We need to
get back to the Hymns of old.”
If you step back and compare what you are hearing, you will notice the
majority of conversations swing back and forth between “We need to
go back to a previous time….and/or I can’t wait until Christ comes
back, or revival happens again.” These two swings in thought and
action allow us to miss the present time experience of Christ’s active
and living presence for today. I believe that this time-swing is a tool of
the enemy which robs people of experiencing God’s presence.
Think for a moment of the many Christian books written that recall
church history, great evangelists, and great movements of the past.
There are many of these great books to enjoy and reﬂect on the past.
In addition to these past-time kind of books there are as many great
books on the second coming of Christ which pertain to future events.
Before we are too hard on ourselves let’s realize that this strange human
nature of looking past and forward, while ignoring the present is not
just a phenomena that occurred recently. Below is a Biblical example
that shows this has been a tendency with humans for centuries.
Biblical example: John 11:1-38 (KJV)
“Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the
town of Mary and her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which
anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was sick.] Therefore his sisters sent unto
him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus
heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory
of God, that the Son of God might be gloriﬁed thereby. Now Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard
therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place
where he was. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into
Judaea again. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late
sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus answered,
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Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day,
he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. But if a
man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.
These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then
said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus
spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of
rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.
And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye
may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. Then said Thomas,
which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, let us also go, that
we may die with him. Then when Jesus came, he found that he had
lain in the grave four days already. Now Bethany was nigh unto
Jerusalem, about ﬁfteen furlongs oﬀ: And many of the Jews came to
Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. Then
Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met
him: but Mary sat still in the house. Then said Martha unto Jesus,
Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I
know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give
it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Martha
saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection
at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest
thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art
the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. And
when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister
secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as
she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. Now Jesus was
not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met
him. The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted
her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out,
followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. Then
when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down
at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and
the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit,
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and was troubled, And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto
him, Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how
he loved him! And some of them said, Could not this man, which
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should
not have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to
the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take
ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith
unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the
stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his
eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I
knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which
stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And
when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come
forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with
grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus
saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.”
In this Bible example…when Martha and Mary’s brother Lazarus was
sick they sent for Jesus so He could come and heal him. Jesus decided
to take His time and show up after Lazarus was already dead. Upon
getting to Martha she said “If you would have been here Lazarus would
not have died. She was looking on the recent past. Jesus replied and
said Lazarus shall rise again. Martha replied and said “yes I know, but
referred to the resurrection in the future. In this story she was stating
she believed in the past and Lazarus would have lived if Jesus would
have been there, and she believed in the resurrection of the future, but
she was incapable of believing that Jesus could raise Lazarus in the
present time, right then and there. We as humans have a tendency to
believe in healings from the past and healings for the future, but forget
that healings are for today as well.
In this passage it is clear that Jesus was aware of their willingness
to believe in the past and future and their very limited faith for the
“today,” as scripture states that He groaned in His spirit, following
their statements.
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As you can see Martha was not much diﬀerent than you and I as she
was missing the reality of the present time. Somehow her perception
of God and Christ was based on the past and future, but struggled
with the view and perception of “right-now.” Her view of time was
skewed and her spiritual understanding was just like yours and
mine….I can believe about things I’ve heard and seen in the past and
things in the future, but not for right here and now. If God is the same
yesterday, today, and forever it would only be natural that we should be
experiencing the same amounts of healings today as we believed we did
in the past, and/or we do for the future.
By this time you are getting an idea of the human tendency to overlook
the present time as we swing back on the past or into the future. Many
readers at this point may agree with the tendencies we have but are
asking the question “what’s the big deal?” The big deal is that God
takes very serious our faith in Him as being the God of the past,
present, and the future. The ability to live oﬀ other people’s past and
future demonstrates no faith at all. Faith is something that should be
practiced and experienced in the present.
The Israelites who left Egypt were much the same as Martha, you,
and I. They could easily remember the past and how God met there
needs, and how God had a future promise land for them, but they
could not believe that God was doing miracles right in their present
day. Their mind would go back and forth on a timeline of the past
and future, but they could not believe and trust in the ‘today.’ Their
behavior caused God to eventually respond with the harsh treatment
of allowing everyone but Joshua, Caleb, and the prostitute Rahab to
die in the desert. They never got to the future because they could not
live for today. So, as the Holy Spirit says:
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did
in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the desert, where your
fathers tested and tried me and for forty years saw what I did. That
is why I was angry with that generation, and I said, ‘Their hearts
are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So I
declared on oath in my anger, They shall never enter my rest. See
to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that
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turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily,
as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened
by sin’s deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ if we hold
ﬁrmly till the end the conﬁdence we had at ﬁrst. As has just been
said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you
did in the rebellion.” Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were
they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? And with whom was he
angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies
fell in the desert? And to whom did God swear that they would never
enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? So we see that they were
not able to enter, because of their unbelief.” Hebrews 3:7-16 NIV
This Biblical example should make us all question our own timeline of
faith. Surely God takes serious the fact that today is important and we
cannot focus on just the past and the future.
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Chapter Three

The Greatest Deception - Time
We have discussed the tendency to reﬂect on the past and future and
somehow let the present time allude us, preventing us to capture life’s
most precious moments until it has passed us by. I believe there are
numerous reasons why humans want to focus on the past and future,
missing out on the present fulﬁllment of today’s joy, rest, and peace.
Despite the numerous reasons which we could spend pages describing,
I will focus on the main reason...deception.
Satan is a master at deception and realizes the crippling eﬀect of fooling
people into a mind altering behavior of focusing only on the past and
the present. He realizes that if your mind is controlled by the past and
the present, you may be hindered from the realization and truth of the
present time called the ‘today’ experience. This hindering eﬀect will
rob you from the following:
•

•

Being utilized by God to a greater degree every day. If
he can get you to believe that yesterday and tomorrow are
always the point of thought and conversation, today never
really happens at the fullest potential.
Recognizing the truth for today. If our focus stays on
yesterday and tomorrow, God’s truths for today can be
blocked from your view. Satan’s desire is to not allow you
to have a listening ear for today.
35

 Michael L. Mathews 

•

Entering God’s peace and rest. If you are never settled on
today, you will never ﬁnd God’s peace and rest that He has
designed speciﬁcally for you.

Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us
be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. For
we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the
message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard
did not combine it with faith. Now we who have believed enter that
rest, just as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They
shall never enter my rest.’ “And yet his work has been ﬁnished since
the creation of the world. 4For somewhere he has spoken about the
seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh day God rested from
all his work.” And again in the passage above he says, “They shall
never enter my rest.” It still remains that some will enter that rest,
and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go
in, because of their disobedience. Therefore God again set a certain
day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David,
as was said before: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts.” Hebrews 4:1-7(NIV)
Satan, who is the father of lies and master of deception remains focused
on minimizing the eﬀect we can experience in our life. Satan can easily
accomplish his goal of stealing, killing, and destroying our life by keeping
our focus on the past and future. If he can deceive us into thinking the
past is better than today, and that the future is always to come we will
accomplish very little for the Kingdom today. This process will cause
thousands of our today’s to pass by in our life without getting to where
God desires. This fulﬁlls the exact description that Jesus stated about
Satan in John 10:10. ‘The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
He can minimize our life and our impact on people’s life simply by
wasting the “today” experiences that God desires for us.
The reality of this plan by the enemy is the reason Jesus states within
the same verse of John 10:10 “I have come that they may have life and,
have it to the fullest.” It is Jesus’ plan to give life to the fullest by having
us be prepared to live for today. This evidence is illustrated clearly in
Scripture by the following passages.
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the
day of salvation I helped you” I tell you, now is the time of
God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. II Corinthians 6:2
(NIV)
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own. Matthew 6:34 (NIV)
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise. Matthew 23:43 (NIV)
Jesus said to him, today salvation has come to this house,
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. Luke 19:9
(NIV)
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were
ﬁlled with awe and said, have seen remarkable things today.
Luke 5:26 (NIV)
And he began by saying to them; today this scripture is
fulﬁlled in your hearing. Luke 4:21 (NIV)
So, as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you hear his voice.
Hebrews 3:7 (NIV)
As has just been said: Today, if you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion. Hebrews
3:15 (NIV)
Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it today,
when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said
before: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts. Hebrews 4:7 (NIV)
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today,
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.
Hebrews 3:13 (NIV)

Satan makes every attempt to persuade you to focus on the past and
future to get you out of synchronization with God’s time called “today.”
The “today” moments are your most precious and valuable moments.
If Satan can accomplish this deception in your life, your pasts will
always look better than your today’s, and your futures will also be more
encouraging than your today’s, but the two will never be synchronized
with today’s precious moments that God has for your life.
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Figure 3 illustrates the pattern of many of our lives as we cycle
between the past and future, but never see the fullness of today. After
examining a person’s life for many years you will notice those who
never grow according to God’s plan because they live a life of repeat
behavior, swinging between the past and future. This is exactly where
satan desires them; caught between the past and future, but crippled
for today. Think about family, friends, and pastors who keep repeating
themselves by stating that they wish they could go back to some time
that was better, or that they can’t wait until the future. These people
have sayings such as “We need to go back to the old hymns,” “ I just want
to go back to Pentecost or the Apostolic church structure,” “We need to
win America back,” “ we need to go back to simpler days.” These people
want to always go back, but not improve the reality that Christ is alive
today and will meet our needs today. On the other hand we have many
pastors and churches that start out praying in sincerity for God to
direct their future, but after a few years you realize that they are still
praying as if God never answered their prayers. They are stuck always
waiting for future answers.

Figure 3 A Life Lived with Very Few “Today” Experiences
Many people have no ‘active and living faith’ because they have not
lived for today. From many individual’s perspective they are still telling
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some of the same past stories of their testimony or someone else’s, but
seldom share fresh and exciting stories of what happened ‘today.’ From
many church’s perspective they are still sharing stories and/or dramas
from years gone by without having a fresh reality of what God desires
to do today. It is O.K. to have dramas and memories of Christ’s birth,
death and, resurrection. However, it is just as important to realize his
birth, death, and resurrection were accomplished so that people may
have salvation today, have a fuller life today, be set free today, be used
by God today, see miracles today, be witnesses today and enter the
promises for today. Far too many people want to revisit and replay the
past as if that is the purpose for church. The purpose is to have a living
God who meets people’s needs today, so the suﬀering can stop. Many
people suﬀer for years, deal with sin for years, and complain for years
all because they swing only between the past and future. God wants
to heal far more people in our current time. This is entirely possible
and God’s intent when we live as if we serve a living God who is alive
‘Today.’ On the other hand satan does everything possible to take our
focus oﬀ of today. Satan is not oﬀended or threatened by people who
re-tell stories that appear distant from what they need today. However,
when Christ is alive ‘today’ and people live for ‘today’ there is a great
balance that brings victory in our lives today.
It is critical to comprehend that if your ‘today’ experiences never exceed
your past memories then your future will never be greater than your
past; keeping your life on a stagnant and limited course that never
reaches its full potential. This is the very reason why so many people,
churches, and organizations never reach their potential; they have
great reﬂections on the past and even want to have the past memories
become the future. I am sure you are aware of numerous churches
and people who have spent decades dreaming of the good-old-days
or future promises while never applying the reality God has for the
church and people today. These churches in particular have spent years
praying for future direction and promises while forgetting salvation
is for ‘today’. God’s desire is to save people today, fulﬁll His promises
today, and utilize people today. Yes it is true that there are times when
things are being held up due to the enemy or possibly for a learning
experience. However, when people and churches are always looking to
the future and desiring the good-old-days, they are of no threat to the
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enemy. In fact the enemy more than likely has won the battle of their
time and mind. When this occurs a person becomes satisﬁed with
the stagnant approach of living only in the past and present. Satan’s
deception has worked and crippled millions of people in the Kingdom,
preventing them from fulﬁlling God’s promise that we could go from
‘glory to glory’.

“

I do not think much of a man who is not wiser
today than he was yesterday.

”

Abraham Lincoln
Figure 4 illustrates an accurate picture of people who chose to live an
active and living faith in their present day-to-day life.’ These people
have learned that having numerous ‘today’ moments will allow them to
have their past experiences continue to follow the trajectory of God’s
plan for their life. When you choose to live to the fullest that God
expects and planned, you will be in synchronization with God’s plan
for your life. It is only when your ‘today’ experiences begin to exceed
your past experiences that your future will be greater than your past or
present. This is the very reason that the Bible states in II Corinthians
3:18. And we, who with unveiled faces all reﬂect the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from
the Lord, who is the Spirit.
God desires us to grow from glory to glory, or in other words, have
life to the fullest which is an ever-increasing glory. We are never to
remain the same for extended periods of time. We are to mature and
experience the Kingdom so that our lives might be lived to a fuller
extent. As explained in the chapter of John 15 we are to be fruitful,
more fruitful, and even more fruitful. It is a process that occurs when
we abide in a Christ who is active and living today. No one is called to
remain the same!
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
40

 What in Heaven and Hell is Happening? 

you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the ﬁre and burned. 7If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given
you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples. John 15:4-8 (NIV)

Figure 4 A Life Lived With Many ‘Today’ Experiences
I challenge you to think for a moment about the majority of conversations
between you, your family, and friends. Are the conversations generally
focused on former events, former neighbors, former teachers, former
news, and former vacations? Do your conversations lack continual
personal victories that are occurring on a fresh and daily basis? Do all
of your great memories include other people who have become heroes
or giants of the faith, but few of the great moments include you? If
this describes your life and situation, then satan has been successful in
allowing you to create memories of the passing time, but robbed you
of greater victories, because your ‘today’ moments are seldom realized.
They may also not be realized because in addition to your past, your
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future always has greater promises than yesterday. Merely dreaming and
talking about the future allows you to dream and envision about greater
days ahead, but your personal life timeline is always futuristic because
the ‘today’ moment is never captured. If this also describes you, don’t
panic as it describes 90-95% percent of humans. They have allowed
satan to distort the time of the past and future. When satan can keep
us focused on the past and future he can get us out of synchronization
with God’s plan for our life. This is the very reason that throughout
church history we have only a few thousand heroes of the faith out of
the of millions who have come and gone. I personally believe that every
person who has accepted Christ has had the opportunity to be a hero
of the faith if they would have captured the ‘today’ moments while it
was truly called today. Imagine with me if every person who has been a
Christian for 10 years (which would represent 3,650 days) would have
had 50% vibrant ‘today’ moment days! This would have given them
1,825 days of growth and victory, versus 1,825 days of reﬂection of the
past and hope for the future. Literally satan is at his best when we are
not recognizing ‘today’ as the greatest moment of our life.
People who recognize the potential of ‘today’ will allow their past and
futures to align with God’s fulﬁllment for their life. This is a healthy
balance that allows them to have an active and living faith from the
moment they receive Christ until the day they meet Christ face-toface.
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Chapter Four

The Foundation Of The
Deception - Time Perceptions
Now that you have a clearer reality of satan’s scheme to deceive us by
focusing on the past and future so we miss out on today’s opportunities,
we will move to the next level of time deceptions.
When focused on time we need to recognize that there are diﬀerent
views of time and how individuals and organizations interact within
that time. The most common element of time is the linear timeline of
our life. It is viewed from the start of our life to the end of our life, which
is broken up into the three segments; the past, present, and future. In
addition to this simple linear view of time there is a dimensional view
of time that creates circumstances and responsibilities during the linear
timeline of our life. I will give an example of the three-dimensional
view of time by relating it to my life and my marriage.
My wife Pam and I have been married for a little over twenty years.
During this twenty year timeline of our marriage there are three
dimensions or perceptions relating to time.
1) The linear perception of the timeline which represents the
past, present and future time phases of this relationship. (I.e.
First ten years, second ten years, and the next ten years.)
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2) The perception of how I relate to the twenty year timeline
as an individual. – Because I am a living individual in space
and time, I have changes in my view of life and my behavior
in life. In my personal case, I view myself as ‘never changing’.
I have the same convictions, work ethics, Christian values,
mannerisms, humor, and sleep patterns. In fact, I have
worn my hair the same (not that there is much choice),
still wear winged-tip shoes, and stay convicted over many
of the same family values that I have for the majority of our
marriage. For this dimension of time I could almost say
that I am the same yesterday, today, and forever.
3) The perception of the twenty year timeline and my
various roles and responsibilities in respect to the
timeline – Even though I still wear winged-tip shoes and
have the same convictions does not exclude the reality that
I have matured and changed my responsibilities during
this twenty year relationship. For the ﬁrst few years I was
viewed by Pam as her romantic partner and she viewed me
through a picture perfect lens of a romantic. After we had
kids Pam desired a larger home, the dreaded mini-van, and
more security and protection for our family. I went from
being viewed from a romantic lens to a family provider who
would seek out improvements for my family. During this
time I was viewed as the main bread winner even though
I still wore winged-tip shoes and wore my hair the same. I
also recognized that despite this view which brought new
responsibilities, my two daughters viewed their ‘dad’ as a
hero, and in fact I felt like a hero when they were younger.
I was starting to like my new role on this timeline. Later
in the relationship I realized the time had changed again,
and Dad went from a hero towards a zero; rather quickly.
My daughters view me as an over protector and often
times an intruder into their private space. This was much
diﬀerent than the hero view I once enjoyed. In all honesty,
I struggled with this portion of the relationship because I
felt strange going from a hero to someone they viewed as
protecting them from the dangerous things around them.
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Just a few short years later I felt better as they viewed me
as a friend, helper, and comforter as well as the protector.
I would say that in order to be a fairly adequate husband
and father I had to change my role and position 4-5 times
to accomplish the goals and convictions which really never
changed. And oh by the way, I still wear my winged tip
shoes and have the same hairstyle.
In essence, during these twenty years of time, my wife and children
have gotten the opportunity to see many sides of a husband and
father, and I have seen many sides of them. The times changed, and
so did the roles and responsibilities, but I believe I remained the same
yesterday, today, and forever in regards to who I really am as a person.
It should be noted that Pam changed her roles and responsibilities just
as appropriately; yet I can say she is still the same person today, as she
was yesterday.
On the timeline of our marriage my wife no longer views me solely
through a romantic lens, but has seen me more through the lens of
conviction and steadfastness. I know there is a day coming in years
ahead where the view will be more of a gentle and sweet ole man,
grandfather, and counselor as I work my way through the complete
timeline of our relationship.
Through this simple example it is clear that there are multi-dimensions
or perceptions to the facet of time, and the part we as individuals play
within that timeline. To summarize, let me state that there are three
perceptions or relationships to time.
1. There is the perception or dimension of the past, present,
and future aspects of the linear timeline.
2. There is the dimension or perception of the person we are
during diﬀerent times on the timeline.
3. There is the dimension or perception of the diﬀerent roles,
responsibilities and positions we have along the timeline.
At this point in the book I would ask that you keep an open mind and
view the simplicity, yet biblical truths that are being shared. Despite
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the simplicity of the element of time, I believe that satan has deceived
a good portion of humanity to distort the truth just enough to prevent
many people from reaching their ﬁnal destiny.
Background of the Deceit.
Many religious people are locked into the convictions that they have
held for years about God and Jesus Christ. In many cases the majority
of people are correct on two perspectives. They realize the following:
1. That Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.
2. That Jesus came to earth as our savior, died on the cross,
was resurrected and will come again.
These are fundamental elements to the Christian faith. They are the very
things we have built churches, denominations, and shrines upon. They
are the core of many people’s life and beliefs. However, it is important
to recognize that there are also many religions and denominations
built oﬀ a slightly diﬀerent understanding based on the timing of these
same two critical events. Religions have drastically taken a diﬀerent
course based on the timing of these events. It is simply a deception in
the dimension or perception of time.
The reality is that these two doctrinal fundamentals are absolutely true.
The problem is that satan is aware of these absolute truths and thus
begins the path of deceit based around these fundamentals relating
to time. He twists the truth just enough to deceive a little, yet allows
millions to miss their salvation by this slight deception. There are three
basic deceptive truths relating to time that distort the fundamental
truths. What will shock you is the greatest deception is right among the
Christian churches. Among orthodox religions the deception is critical
but more explainable. I will list the three most common deceptions.
Deception 1:
Some orthodox religions believe that Jesus came to earth, but he was
just a prophet. In these religions Jesus cannot be worshipped because
Jesus was just a prophet in his time. If He was just a prophet in his
time than these people would be committing blasphemy toward God.
Almost all religions ﬁnd it blasphemy to allow any one but the true
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God to be worshipped. Therefore, you can see how a slight deception
would prevent people from accepting Jesus as Lord and savior and miss
out on eternity. It is a perfect deception to keep people out of heaven.
The deception is simple; Jesus did not play the role of the incarnate
Christ (God and Man at the same time) during the short time he was
on earth. Therefore from their perspective Jesus could not be God in
the Flesh (Immanuel). Keep in mind these are very religious people
who are dedicated in heart, mind, and soul; but simply did not see the
proper role of Jesus during the time He came to earth; thus they will
miss their ultimate salvation.
Satan has found these types of people easy prey as they are so religiously
devout to their singular view of God the Father, that the acceptance of
Jesus as the true messiah is blasphemy; thus they will miss their eternal
salvation.
Deception 2:
Some other orthodox religions believe that Jesus also came to earth as
a good prophet, but He was not the Messiah (Savior), as the timing of
His birth was not correct in their mind. This grouping of people believe
that the Messiah is yet to come. They believe Christian’s have the timing
all wrong and that Jesus was not the messiah. This grouping of people
literally missed the timing of the Messiah and wait for a diﬀerent time
for the Messiah to come. This is another subtle yet perfect deception
to keep people from meeting their savior. Keep in mind these are very
religious people who are dedicated in heart, mind, and soul, but simply
did not see the timing of their Messiah. (Luke 19)
Satan has found these people are easy prey as they are so religiously
devout that many will not accept their salvation because there was no
way that Jesus was the Messiah. They are still waiting for another time
for the Messiah to come. They missed the role of Jesus during a speciﬁc
time on the timeline of History or His-story.
Deception 3:
The majority of Christians understand that Jesus was the Messiah and
have not missed the timing of His ﬁrst coming. Therefore many of
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these individuals have been saved by the confession of Jesus as their
Lord and Savior.
This is great news for these people as they have not been deceived in
the same manner. Satan knows he has very little chance of deceiving
these people from the reality that Jesus’ timing was of God the Father,
that His Son Jesus was God in the Flesh (Immanuel), and He is their
salvation. Even though satan tried to cast doubt upon Jesus’ timing,
death, and resurrection, this group of people called CHRISTians
prevailed against this deception and accepted their salvation. We are
thankful for this revelation.
The Deception against CHRISTians relating to time and the roles of
Christ
Satan can’t confuse this group of people concerning Christ’s ﬁrst
coming, so he focuses all his eﬀorts against Christians concerning His
second coming. This deception includes the following three deceptions
of time. Again we will go from least deception to greatest deception.
1. The timing of the Rapture
Numerous denominations have been formed solely around
their beliefs on when the rapture will take place, or if the
rapture will take place at all. Satan has used this confusion
to his advantage to side track many souls. Considering the
word rapture is never used in scripture, we have allowed
satan to leverage individual beliefs on the rapture to his
advantage, causing millions of squabbles and divisions.
Only time will tell when, and how, the rapture actually
takes place. A bit of good news is that not everyone can be
correct. There cannot be 3-4 opinions on the rapture and
they all be correct. This means as many as 75% of believers
may be wrong. I hope they are mature enough to swallow
their pride, so satan doesn’t beat them over the head with
their own pride.
2. The events of the Rapture and second coming of
Christ.
Because Christianity is a very event focused organization,
Christians have a tendency to migrate toward all concepts
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that are event driven in scripture. The event driven
behavior makes every activity have clearly deﬁned start
and stop attributes. For this reason, satan is an artist at
getting Christians focused on the start and stop events of
the past and future. This behavior allows the present day
events and activities to slip away into history. Worse yet, it
prohibits people from viewing the Church age as a process
that is culminating on an ongoing basis. How can anything
be a process when everything has to be a start-stop event?
What a perfect deception… triggering the apostasy of many
churches. Keep in mind that the apostasy is the falling
away of the Church, not Christians leaving the church.
Any Christian worth their value would leave a church that
has become apostate.
3. The role of Christ and the Anti-Christ leading up to the
second coming of Christ.
Satan has pulled the ultimate deception by keeping
Christians focused on the roles of Christ to a very primitive
level. The majority of Christians view Christ as the same
yesterday, today, and forever which is true of his personal
relationship to time, but not of His numerous roles. In
addition, the majority of people see Jesus’ role(s) on the
timeline as either a baby in a manger or the Man who died
upon the cross. Both are true, but are far too limiting of
who Jesus really is.
This third deception concerning the roles of Christ has been the major
deception which has and will continue to deceive people. Christianity
has two events every year that are the pinnacles of the modern day
church. The two events Christmas and Easter, are celebrated to
remember Christ’s birth, His death, and His resurrection. Year after
year we remember these two facets of Christianity. It allows people
to see Jesus in the two roles that we celebrate year after year. What is
important to note is that Jesus has other roles that are as signiﬁcant as
the baby in the manger and the sacriﬁce on the cross. Some of these
roles depicted in scripture by names include:
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1. The Alpha and the Omega – Revelation 1:8
2. The Ancient of Days – Daniel 7:22
3. The Builder – Hebrews 3:4
4. The Chief Shepherd – 1 Peter 5:4
5. The Conqueror – Revelation 6:2
6. The High Priest – Hebrews 2:17
7. The King of King and Lord of Lords – Revelation 7:14
8. The Lamb of God – John 1:36
9. Light of the World – John 8:12
10. The Lion of Judah – Revelation 5:5
11. The I AM – John 8:58
12. Immanuel – Isaiah 7:14
13. The Mediator – Hebrews 9:15
14. The Physician – Matthew 9:12
15. The Prince of Peace – Isaiah 9:6
16. The Precious Cornerstone – 1 Peter 2:6
17. The Second Adam - 1 Corinthians 15:45
18. The Son of God – 2 Corinthians. 1:19
19. The Son of Man – John 3:13
20. The Stumbling Block – 1 Corinthians. 1:23
21. Wonderful Counselor - Isaiah 9:6
These are a few of the names that refer to Jesus Christ, His positions,
His roles, and His purposes over time. There are many more described
in scripture. As you can see his purposes, roles, and positions are
slightly more advanced than just a baby in the manger or the individual
who died on the cross. Keep in mind that Jesus is the same yesterday,
today, and forever and never changes despite the fact that He has
all these positions on God’s timeline. This is the same concept as
explained about my marriage relationship. There are three elements in
relationship to time that need to be considered.
1. The time dimension and/or perception of the past,
present, and future linear timeline - From when Christ
came to earth as a baby in the manger until He comes on a
white horse with a sword in His mouth to judge the world
once and for all.
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2. The dimension and/or perception of how Christ relates
to the timeline – He is never changing. He is the alpha
and Omega, the Great I AM. We can bank on his sinless
nature and His love for humanity that will never change.
3. The dimension and/or perception of Christ’s roles in
respect to the timeline – Yes He was born in the manger,
and yes he died on the cross, and yes He is coming back as a
judge riding on a white horse to conquer sin and death, and
yes he has at least twenty other roles that He is fulﬁlling
between these roles. Therefore to see Christ in His fullness
is to view him well beyond the two Christian events that
are observed once a year, every year.
As the Church age is progressing and passing right before our eyes,
satan has been delighted that Christians are in constant replay mode
of the two roles of a baby in the manger and the man suﬀering on the
cross. These two annual events replayed over and over hinder people to
see the fullness of all the roles of Christ and how He should be viewed
along the timeline.
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Chapter Five

The Replay Behavior
As described in the previous chapter if satan can get people to live in
replay-mode by celebrating only two major Christ related events per
year he will have them on a path of limited understanding. This path
will prevent people from seeing, claiming and living in the full power
of Christ. It will hold them back from viewing the many roles that
Jesus ﬁlls now, prior to His second coming, and ultimately as judge of
the world.
Before we go into great detail let’s review a sample biblical timeline to
make it crystal clear that the deception of time and our roles within
time is a serious matter. When the Israelites in the Old Testament
were taken out of the land of Egypt they had a forty year timeline
that they were involved with. God was the same yesterday, today, and
forever during that forty year time frame. However, God had diﬀerent
roles he played during that timeline. Initially during the ﬁrst few years
God was all providing and all suﬃcient for the needs of the people.
He provided direction through the clouds by day, and pillars of ﬁre by
night. He provided fresh manna daily to keep them fed and content.
For years God would listen to the murmuring and complaining of the
people and give them an answer through their leader, Moses. During
the initial years God repeated His grace, mercy, and provision.
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Because of this repeated grace, mercy, and provision the Israelites fell
into the trap of believing that God would always be benevolent and
take care of their complaints and murmurings. To their utter surprise
when they were reaching the end of the forty year timeline God
changed his role to a judge where he eventually had all the Israelites
with the exception of the families of Joshua, Caleb, and Rahab die in
the desert. The majority of these religious people died because they
replayed God’s former role in this time frame one too many times.
God was a provider, but God was also a God who demands faith and
obedience. On this forty year timeline, God changed His role of great
provider to their judge.
The book of Hebrews states the following facts about God’s
disappointment in His people. You will note how God’s role changed
during this forty year timeline.
So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of
testing in the desert, where your fathers tested and tried me and
for forty years saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that
generation, and I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and
they have not known my ways.’ So I declared on oath in my anger,
‘They shall never enter my rest.’ “See to it, brothers, that none of
you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living
God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today,
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. Hebrews
3:7-13 (NIV)
I often wonder if the religious people of that forty year timeline were
using and abusing the same kind of religious clichés that we use today,
such as:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

God’s grace is never ending!
God has brought us too far to let us down!
God is too loving to hurt His people!
I’m not perfect, just forgiven!
God is too forgiving to judge us!
God’s judgment does not apply during the church age!
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The people of that timeline over looked some subtle realities of God.
They kept replaying yesteryear’s memories and activities year after year,
for forty years. Once in a while they would also be reminded about the
future promised land that they would eventually inherit. They played
perfect into satan’s hand. They looked to the past and replayed it, and
they looked to the future with anticipation. However, what they forgot
was the ‘today-moment’ that robbed them of having faith for today and
trust in God today. God is the God of today just as much as he is the
God of the past or the future. You will note that I underlined the words
‘today’ in the scripture above. If you go back and read the passage with
an emphasis on today you will notice that God is very concerned with
‘today’. It should be noted that God desires us to reﬂect on the past in
order to recall his provision, grace, and mercy as a means to live a fuller
today experience. His intent is not to have us live on everyone else’s
yesteryears. We each need to experience our own fullness in Christ by
having faith in who God is through the truth of the past, future, and
today. We all need a better mixture of faith, hope, and love that gives
us an active and living faith in Christ today, so we can build a stronger
tomorrow.

“

Living in the past is a dull and lonely business;

looking back strains the neck muscles, and causes
you to bump into people not going your way.

”

Unknown
This same type of habitual replay behavior exists today, and satan loves
to know that Christians repeat the same two plays in the Christian
playbook. We replay Christmas and Easter over, and over, and over, and
over again. We recall baby Jesus in the manger, and the great suﬀering
He endured for our sins while on the cross and His resurrection. These
two historic events are what made Christianity a reality. These roles
which Jesus lived out and endured are fundamental to Christianity
and are what gives us faith, hope, and love. However, by only focusing
on these two events and their purposes gives many people limited
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impressions and understanding of the fullness of Christ Jesus! This
limited replay that only bounces back and forth between two events
allows people to keep a soft, tender, overlooking side of Jesus at the
forefront of their minds. This gentle side is true, yet it gives way too
much liberty that limits the roles and positions that Jesus has.

Figure 5 Timeline of Selected Christian Events (Past and Future)
The timeline in ﬁgure 5 represents some of the major Christian events
that many religions focus on. As we have noted numerous times the
replay events of Christmas and Easter are represented on the far left
of the timeline under past events, while the future events that get
much attention (rapture of the church, tribulation period, the second
coming of Christ, and the Judgment seat of Christ) are represented on
the right side of the timeline. These past and future events are at the
forefront of activities, books, and movies that all play perfectly into the
deception about the past and future that has been mentioned. If satan
can keep people focused on only the past and the future they will have
a tendency to ignore or minimize the reality of today.
In-between the past and future events is the Church-age where we
seldom give any deﬁnable reference points of time and/or events.
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Without reference points of time we are often left to drift back and
forth to past and future reference points. This is ﬁne to do, but when
people are only living in the past and future there should be a concern.
We are almost hypnotized by the pendulum swinging back-and-forth
in the realms of the past and future. If not guarded against, this behavior
will not allow the gospel message to be real and active for today.
But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called “today,”
that none of you may become hardened by sin’s deception.
Hebrews 3:13
My conversation and my preaching were not with persuasive
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of
power. 2 Corinthians 2:3
I know of particular churches that focus their entire energy and budget
on Christmas and Easter pageants. They bounce back and forth year
after year between two main events. These activities are great to use
for evangelistic purposes, but allow them to escape the power of Jesus
Christ today. We cannot limit Jesus or our lives by focusing only on the
past, or the future. We need to see active and living testimonies that are
fresh, new, and vibrant for known issues today. God is a God of today,
with power for today, purpose for today, freedom for today, and words
for today. The last time I checked within scripture, Jesus died that I
might have and give life today. His word was, is, and will always be
alive and powerful for today. I am to encourage people while it is called
today. I was told to preach with authority and power for today. I can
assure you that Jesus did not pay the great price to come to earth, die
on the cross, and become resurrected so I can show the Kodak ﬁlms or
pictures of these events every year. He did all this so I could have life
today, give life today, and experience life today.
Let’s think about it from a clearer perspective which I believe many
non-believers have. If year after year I invite you over to my house
and I showed you the family missionary photos from 1966, and how
we sacriﬁced greatly to go the jungles of Africa and share the gospel.
After the ﬁfth year of invitations you would say something like “Hey
Mike, I appreciate the invitations and what your family did, but I get
57

 Michael L. Mathews 

the picture after the ﬁfth year….but what have you done recently?’
Eventually you will probably stop coming to my house in fear that I
will share the Kodak moments one more time, cringing as I act out
another yesteryear moment. A non-believer desires to know what is
fresh, new, recent, and how God pertains to them in a personal way
today! As I have been in these churches that re-play yesteryear, every
year, I have often felt like jumping up and hollering something like
“God is out of the manger, oﬀ the Cross, and is right now interceding
on your behalf that you could have life, be set free, and become who he
died for you to be!!” I would continue to tell them that the real, present
and living image of my Savior is far from what you just saw. He is
presently a conqueror, a victor, an interceder, a friend, a future teller, a
King, and a judge who sits in all authority before God the Father. Oh,
and by the way he is wanting to meet you personally today!!
The deception and temptation for losing the power of today is
overwhelming for many churches and people who truly love God.
With all their hearts they sacriﬁce and share, but forget that it is also
about today. It is not about enticing people with wisdom, art or drama,
it is about demonstrating to people the power of a living and active
God that meets us today.
Yet a worse kind of time deception The Preferential Rapture Doctrine
Deception is naturally increased when people use their preferential
‘rapture’ doctrine to escape the realities of today’s warnings, judgments,
and/or suﬀerings. I have tested my theory of this deception among
people and it appears to hold true. The majority of all pre-tribulation
rapture believers completely remove the possibility of any warnings,
judgment, suﬀerings, or serious Christian activity in a ‘today’ experience.
In other words, by using scripture they conveniently remove the
possibility of any negative aspects of religion, as if it is for everyone
else but themselves. Their belief allows them to debate all warnings
and/or judgments to be after the rapture when they are gone. It is a
very convenient doctrine.
Satan has played this deception to the hilt by taking a very real event
called the rapture and placed an imaginary slide-rule of time in people’s
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mind that states ‘anything I decide in scripture that is not favorable to
me will happen after the rapture…because my God loves me and my
church too much to see me suﬀer.’ Now it is important to note that I do
believe that the Church will be raptured, but I do not believe we are to
sway major elements of scripture based oﬀ an adjustable timeline that
allows me to slide the truth to suit my likes and dislikes. This mentality
gives satan and my own selﬁsh desire the ability to stack the scriptural
deck toward a belief that ‘bad’ things only happen to everyone else,
everywhere else, but not to me. I must accept the reality that God is
no respecter of persons and all scripture applies to everyone, including
me, and my special church within my special denomination.
The deception of the past and future prevents many people from
examining scripture as if it really applies for me and my church today.
The warnings and judgments that may come are always for other people,
or other religious groups of people. In fact, many have carried the
‘everywhere-but-here’ attitude to the point where they adamantly state
that all prophecies and words from preachers that are of a negative or
warning nature cannot be of God. Their mentality of Jesus is only that
of a mild manner encourager. This belief is birthed around a mentality
that states Jesus is only the loving and tender baby in the manger and/
or the one who died on the Cross and neatly rose again so our life could
be better. These same people run the risk of stripping the Gospel of
all its power because the Gospel of suﬀerings and tribulations is for
everyone else. They have slid the suﬀerings behind the belief that all
negative things happen after the rapture.
Many people have leveraged the unknown timing of the rapture to
their advantage, despite the very scriptures that would tell a much
diﬀerent story:
•
•

Philippians 1:29 - For it is given on behalf of every
Christian not only to believe on Christ but to suﬀer for
His name sake.
John 16: 1-3 - In this world you will have tribulation; if
the world hated me it will hate you also.
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•

Philippians 3:10 - To know Christ and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His suﬀering, being
made conformed unto His death.

For years I have wondered why Christians have become professional
past-time and future-time Christians who will not examine the present
day, and live as if the Gospel is a Gospel of today. There are many
reasons for this behavior, but I believe the chief reason is due to the lies
of satan who desires to kill, steal and destroy the Gospel. My concern
about the deception grows as I continue to see the pride, arrogance,
and stubbornness of religious people. The media publicly exposes
their sin, yet they continue on as if the world or God Himself did not
notice or even care. Adding more insult to the Kingdom, many of these
same religious leaders have the audacity to rebuke any person who has
a word from the Lord that in any way appears as negative or judging.
The greatest Greek word of all time describes the words that should be
used in these situations…HOGWASH!!
These same people ignore the present time of today upon God’s
timeline and have missed the reality that God may have stepped in
on the present day scene and judged many of the churches, pastors,
and Christians, and they never saw it coming. The spiritual hair of
many Churches has been cut, but they continue on as if nothing has
happened. Just as Samson allowed His strength to be removed but
never knew it, so have many churches and leaders been unaware of the
removal of God’s presence from them. Their arrogance and doctrine
forbid them from even considering the possibility. ( Judges - Chapter
16)
In the upcoming chapters I will give the evidence of the outcomes
of Churches and leaders who have had their spiritual hair cut to
show that a person must be spiritually blind or possibly completely
disillusioned not to notice the removal of God’s presence among many
of the churches.
I want to spend considerable time sharing what God has shown in
His Word to help remove the ‘we are excluded’ mentality. Many people
have been deceived about the timeline and roles of Christ. The reality
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that He will truly come back for a Church without a spot or wrinkle
is a foreign and forgotten concept. Please realize that I am going to
great lengths to show in a methodical method the simplicity as well as
scriptural evidence of the possible judgment of the Church. I believe
it is necessary to make sure the intellectual, arrogant, or over dogmatic
believer can no longer use the truth of the rapture to avoid God’s reality.
It is my intent to warn every person, no matter what end-time believer
you are, that you should take all of scripture seriously. It is important
that people do not exclude themselves based on a movie they watched
or a sermon they heard.
Truth is Related to Time
As you have probably gathered one of the main objectives in this book
is to show deceptions in relation to time. The best way to illustrate
this deception is to give you examples how deception and/or truth is
relative to time.
Example 1: It is true that I have a full head of hair, but only if that truth
is applied to when I was between 2 years old and 30 years old. That
same truth applied to the present time is no longer a true statement.
Truth in this case has a direct relationship to time.
Example 2: It is true that my wealth is directly proportionate to my
own personal spending habits, but only if that truth is applied before
I got married and had a family. That same truth applied to my present
wealth is not the right truth, it is deceptive. My wealth is now dependent
on my whole family’s spending habits. Truth in this case has a direct
relationship to time.
Example 3: It is true that America is a Christian nation that is founded
for Christian values and religious freedom. This is true if you are
talking about the ﬁrst 100-150 years of America’s existence. America
has morphed into a land of freedom that includes a few Christian
values would be more of a truthful statement for today. Truth in this
case has a direct relationship to time.
Example 4: It is true that God protected and provided for the Israelites
while in the desert wandering. This is true if you are referring to this
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during the majority of the journey. This is completely untrue if you are
referring to the last few months of their journey when God allowed
them to die in the desert. Truth in this case has a direct relationship
to time.
Example 5: Jesus loved and cherished the fellowship of Judas Iscariot
is probably a true statement if applied to the time frame when Jesus
selected Him as a disciple. That same statement is not true at the time
Judas made the decision to betray Jesus. Truth in this case has a direct
relationship to time.
I could give hundreds of examples that illustrate that time plays an
important relationship to truth. This means that if satan can confuse
us about time, or help us focus on a time such as only the past-time
or future-time; then truth can be distorted. This would be called
deception. It is amazing how we can claim truths based on what we
believe from the past or heard about the future.
Another way to view this issue is that many people intentionally or
unintentionally take knowledge, truth, and scripture out of context
because of their reference to time or reference to their absolute beliefs.
I believe most of this is unintentional and a means used by satan to get
us to take things out of context so that we can either act incorrectly, or
not act at all. Below are some of the absolute truths many people use
which are not really absolute truths. Many of these are not absolute
truths because they are taken out of context in reference to time and
purpose. In each of the examples I provide the truth that many believe
and then follow-up the truth with facts that illustrate that people have
a false perception of the truth based on the facts.
Example 1: Absolute truth that is believed by some: God does not
allow judgment or punishment upon His people during the church
age as he is too loving to do so, or that He is waiting until the end of
the Church age. False perception 1: God has and will always love the
Jewish people. During the Church age God has allowed great suﬀering
to occur to the Jewish people through the Holocaust and many other
periods of persecution. False perception 2: God allows many believers
to die a Martyr’s death during the church age for His purposes; which
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are to spread the Gospel. False perception 3: Most believers who have
even a 6th grade education can logically process that if God allowed the
Jewish people and Martyrs to suﬀer during the Church age, why would
He exclude other groups of people?
Example 2: Absolute truth that is believed by some: People will come
to Jesus if we ﬁrst love them; in fact Jesus said they would know us by
our love for each other. False perception 1: We cannot and should not
think that we are the mediator between God and man. There is only
one mediator between God and man and that is Jesus Christ. False
perception 2: Our human love cannot compare to God’s love and we
are to intercede in prayer for people’s salvation as well as share the
Gospel. Nowhere does it say our Love will win people to Christ. We
will confuse people when they get addicted or accustomed to our love.
False perception 3: It is true that scripture states they will know us by
our love. Love is an identiﬁer of who we are, but scripture does not say
they will accept Jesus because of our love towards them. If love alone
would naturally win people to Christ, His love would have done a far
better job, and there would be no need for his death upon the cross.
Example 3: Absolute truth that is believed by some: We need to save
the world before it is too late. False perception 1: The world has been
saved through the price that Christ paid on the cross over 2,000 years
ago. There is nothing you or I can do to save the world. What we can
do is clearly and precisely share the simplicity that everyone has been
saved, but not everyone has accepted the Gift that was already given to
the world. False perception 2: We have over complicated the Gospel
and the message considering the reality that the ‘price’ has been already
been paid and the gift was given for everyone. We have come up with
music, 10,000 sermons, presentations, media blitzes and many other
mechanisms that have confused people rather than enlighten them.
False perception 3: Ask one hundred people who have accepted Christ
the question ‘what sermon was being preached when you accepted
Christ?’ You will be amazed to ﬁnd out that 80-95% could not tell you
the sermon. The reason why they could not tell you is the fact that they
were wrapped up in the process of making the decision to accept the
salvation that was already given for them. They were busy ‘listening to
the Holy Spirit.’ You will be amazed at the simplicity.
63

 Michael L. Mathews 

If there was ever a need for yet another booked called ‘A book for
Dummies’ we should create the “Gospel for Dummies,” which would
teach of the simplicity of the Gospel.
Example 4: Absolute truth that is believed by some: We need to ﬁght
for moral values and win the war on drugs, war on pornography, war
on poverty, war against TV, war on alcohol, on hatred, on prejudice,
etc, and just win America back. False perception 1: God did not die for
America; he died for Americans, Africans, Europeans, Mexicans, etc.
Jesus died for individual people, not individual countries; therefore
America cannot be saved spiritually as a country. False perception 2:
The war on hatred and other moral issues will not be won in this world.
God’s Word will prevail over the moral war, and His Word says before
His return hatred will abound, lawlessness will increase, rebellion
will rise, and sin will increase. Many Christians want to deny God’s
prophetic Word and win the wrong war at the wrong time. This does
not mean we should not speak up when we are asked by God to speak
up; but on God’s timeline we will hit a point where we are to get ready
for His return and not try and win every war on morality.
I realize that in any one of these examples one could argue with me
that I am wrong, and I could argue that you are wrong. I believe the
person who would be right would be the person who could ﬁnd the
reference point in time where it is possible that we are both right. You
may be saying “How can it be possible we could both be correct?” At
this point you may want to start throwing strong terms at me such
as… “You are using situational ethics, you have to have absolute truth,
and you are giving into the culture, etc.”
Two perspectives viewed diﬀerently based on reference points on a
timeline
Let’s take the example that was mentioned above as a test case and
make the argument for both of us to be correct.
Let’s take a look at a hypothetical timeline in America. The
timeline is 1968-1973 and the free-sex, peace movement is
occurring. The religious groups during those days did exactly
the correct things by deciding that there needed to be more
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moral direction, and the church responded. An outcome of this
reaction was that the Jesus-people and Charismatic movements
were formed. God heard the prayers and responded. The people
who reacted to the sin in America saw a renewal and refreshing
in the spiritual health of America.
On another hypothetical timeline let’s assume that the time in
America is between 1995 – 20xx and formerly good churches and
Christians have become involved in corruption, manipulation,
sexual sin, and pedophilia. In fact, news reports from churches
themselves state that divorce and other moral issues are more
common in the church than out of the church. In fact church
leaders are getting divorced and/or practicing homosexual
relations. God saw the sin of many churches, the non-repentive
nature of many of the churches, and the fact most Church
leaders sat silent as the sin increased. Due to the ongoing nature
and evidence of unrepented sin within the Church God invoked
His promise that
1. He would remove the light from that type of Church.
(Revelation chapters 2 and 3)
2. He would clean the Church in preparation of His return.
He stated that He was coming for a Church without a spot
or wrinkle and therefore the time had come. (Ephesians
5:25)
In the ﬁrst hypothetical example the Church stepped up to the sin of
the world, while during the second hypothetical example the world was
exposing the sin of the Church. So, from two diﬀerent perspectives
and two diﬀerent times being referenced, we may both be right. This is
a frightful thought, yet one worth considering. Literally, I could deceive
you based on my view of a timeline, and you could deceive based on
your view of a timeline. We would be stating that truth and time do
intersect on a timeline. The only way you and I can settle the debate is
for us to get a reference point on God’s timeline for today. This would
include the present time which is the time frame between the past
events and future events represented in ﬁgure 5. Below in ﬁgure 6 is
the same timeline with a very critical reference point that has been
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added. It is the point just prior to the rapture of the Church. A point
that is clearly identiﬁed in scripture, yet ignored.

Figure 6 A Reference Point on the Modern Church Timeline
In order to understand the context of the timeline and why I chose to
use the particular reference points on the timeline, you need to reach
the conclusion that Jesus has diﬀerent roles prior to, during, and after
the Church age.
I have nauseously repeated the fact that Christians have a tendency
to replay the events of Christmas and Easter as their main reference
points. By using these as the main reference points the natural tendency
is to focus on Jesus’ role during these two events. This is why so many
Christians error on a hyper-grace and hyper-love concept that has
hindered them from maturing to their full potential.
By continually reﬂecting on these two main events on the left side of
the time line along with the rapture of the church, second coming of
66

 What in Heaven and Hell is Happening? 

Christ, and the judgment seat of Christ on the right side of the timeline
we unintentionally swing the doctrinal pendulum back and forth. If
the pendulum never stops closer to our present day, we will never have
any reference point(s) that give a clear picture of where humanity is at;
making it hard if not impossible to understand the present role(s) that
Jesus is orchestrating along God’s timeline.
As stated numerous times, satan’s deception is to keep us away from
the present time realities so that we cannot identify reference point(s)
which may better prepare us for Christ’s return and/or manifestations
before His return.
Satan has played this trick on religious people before
Satan played this deceptive trick on religious people during Jesus’ ﬁrst
coming. Satan literally blinded the religious people to miss Jesus Christ
Himself, even though Jesus was right in the midst of them. The religious
people of that day had a diﬀerent religious pendulum which satan
used to hide the truth of their day from them. Their pendulum swung
between the past events of escaping Egypt and the 10 Commandments
and the future event of the coming Messiah. Their future event also
dictated that the Messiah had to be the King of the Jews who would
conquer the Roman Empire. Satan blinded them from the reality
that the time-frame that they were living in; the time-frame was the
fulﬁllment of the ﬁrst future event; which was the Messiah coming to
save them. Their mental and doctrinal timeline would not allow them
to see the truth, and admit where on the timeline of history they were
really at. Many people believe it was not satan who deceived them, but
that their own religious beliefs robbed them of the truth.
As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and
said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would
bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days
will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will
dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They
will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize
the time of God’s coming to you.” Luke 19:41-44 NIV
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We should note that an equally important aspect of this deception is
that they missed the role that Christ was playing during their time.
Yes that is exactly true, they could not and would not believe that their
Messiah was just a carpenter’s son from Nazareth. They had set their
sights on the past and future events, causing them to lock their vision
on how the Messiah would be packaged. They wanted so desperately
to believe that Jesus was the King who would come and defeat the
Roman Empire. There was no possibility according to their doctrine
that Jesus could be packaged as Immanuel (God among them).
Then he came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their
synagogue. They were astonished and said, “Where did this man
get such wisdom and miraculous powers? Isn’t this the carpenter’s
son? Isn’t his mother named Mary? And aren’t his brothers James,
Joseph, Simon, and Judas? And aren’t all his sisters here with us?
Where did he get all this?” And so they took oﬀense at him. But
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his
hometown and in his own house.” And he did not do many miracles
there because of their unbelief. Matthew 13:54-58
Many of you are no diﬀerent than I am in that you wonder; ‘How could
they have been so blind, how could they be so religious, how could
they deny the very Christ who was right in their midst?’ He was in
their very presence healing, ministering, and speaking words as no man
had ever had spoken before. They simply missed the timing of God’s
appearing. Before we judge too harshly, we need to recognize that in
our own present time there is much Biblical evidence that indicates
that we could be just as arrogant and miss the key moments of time
when God reveals a key truth, or has a visitation for His people.

“

Those who fail to learn from history are
doomed to repeat it!

”

Socrates

Helping satan in his deception and the importance of a reference point
Before we examine the timeline in more detail it is critical to be aware
that satan has geared up his deception in preparation for the second
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coming of Christ. Satan has an upper hand as he has deceived millions
with the following:
1. Numerous denominations are divided on the timing of the
rapture of the church and the tribulation events. People
have pre-conceived ideas that are ironclad beliefs….and to
the extent that they will not budge no matter what really
happens.
2. Numerous books and movies have portrayed the events of
the end times. Even though the majority have been ﬁction,
people have planted seeds in their mind of what these
events will look like, smell like, and be like.
I cannot say one denomination, book, or movie is right or wrong,
but I can assure you of two facts: First, not everyone can be correct.
Out of the 10-15 variant beliefs of the rapture, tribulation, and end
time events it would be impossible for everyone to be correct. This is
a frightful thought considering that more people will be wrong than
right. It is also concerning that all the groups that are so staunch and
in-ﬂexible may fall apart when their version of events do not happen
the way they read or viewed them in a movie.
The second fact is that God stated that His second coming would
come as a thief in the night. This is unlike His ﬁrst coming which was
conveyed through numerous signs such as the birth of John the Baptist,
the Star in the East, and the murder of every boy under two years old.
There were so many clear signs that Jesus was born right in the midst
of the religious people. In addition to these signs, God gave them 33yrs of time to listen, hear, and decide that Jesus was the Messiah, yet
they missed that decision making moment. The second coming will be
as a thief in the night, and assuming the Rapture is prior to the second
coming, it too will be with minimal notice.
It would be wise to understood any and all potential reference points, and
what Christ’s role is along the reference point(s). The best approach to
understand what those roles would be is to review those roles along the
timeline that we have been using. The next step in our timeline process
would be to try and identify when and what Christ appears like on the
timeline we have represented. Below are the descriptions in Scripture
that will help us in this regard. For simplicity sake I have broken down
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the major events into the categories, [Event] [What Christ appears as
during the event] and [named characteristics of Christ at that event].
This will help us understand His role and/or purpose.
Event

Appearing as

Second Coming of
Warrior on a white
Christ – Revelation horse
19: 11-16. (Assumed
Post Rapture)

Characteristics
Eyes as blazing
ﬁre, wearing many
crowns, dressed in
a robe dipped in
blood, sharp sword
out of His mouth
to strike down the
nations, the name
King of Kings and
Lord of Lords

Rapture of the
Church – 1
Thessalonians 4:1617; Revelation 1:7

To meet the Bride of
Christ, the Church.
Unknown as to what
He looks like when
we meet him in the
clouds

All eyes will see
him, a voice of an
archangel and with a
trumpet call of God

Jesus in the midst of
the Churches (Prerapture) Revelation
1: 8-20.

The Son of Man
holding the churches
in His right Hand
and keys of death
and Hades; judging
the churches and
prepared to remove
their light if they are
in error and refuse to
repent.

Wearing a long robe
down to His feet, a
golden sash around
His chest, eyes as a
ﬁery ﬂame, a sharp
double-edge sword
in his mouth, head
and hair as white
as wool, a face like
the sun, feet like
polished bronze
reﬁned in a furnace,
a voice like a roar of
many waters
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The table above names the events described in scripture that will help
us clearly identify where we may be on the timeline of modern day
history and prophecy combined. The reason I chose this approach was
to awaken those who specialize in the replay events. It is important
to realize that we are probably a lot closer to the Second coming of
Christ than we are to His birth in the manger or death on the cross
and resurrection.
A simple example of this reality is taken from my life. At the age of
46 I realize that my children now treat me more like a grandpa than
they treat me as a child. They do this because it is obvious to them that
on the timeline of my personal life, I have crossed the point where I
am nearer to the end of my life than I am to the beginning of my life.
In addition my care for them, advice to them, and funding of their life
activities is more of a grandfather than a kid. I may not like this reality,
but this is just part of the plan and process of a timeline of life. In the
same way, we need to treat Christ as if we are closer to His second
coming than we are to His birth; its part of the plan and process of the
Church’s life.
Think how ridiculous it would be if I forced my children to treat me as
the same person they treated me as when they were kids. I would still
require them to have me read bed-time stories, be sentimental every
time a tooth fell out, hide Easter baskets, play hide-n-seek in a two
room house. You get the picture…life must go on and we can’t keep
replaying a few sentimental events even though they were some of the
fundamentals of their childhood.
I think we can all agree that we are closer to the far right of the timeline
where Christ is functioning as a judge than we are to the far left of the
timeline where we represent His birth. This being the situation, we
need to assess and evaluate how we view our perspective of Christ.
For example; if the religious people of Jesus’ day could have had had
a 33-year timeline that described His birth and death, they may have
understood that their time was running out during the last 3 years.
They would have been more aware of their relationship to God and
viewed it diﬀerently during the close of the 33-year period of time.
Initially, at the age of 12 Jesus was a wise Bible scholar teaching the
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religious people. As he grew he continued to teach them, love them,
and progressively healed their children, family and friends. However,
within a 3-year period on that 33-year timeline, Jesus could do no
more miracles and began scolding the religious people. Their time on
God’s 33-year timeline was running out. Their failure to recognize
this 3-year period was detrimental to the entire nation of Israel.
According to scripture (Luke 19) the failure to realize this caused the
destruction of Israel, which as history has revealed was accomplished
in 70 AD. Even on this short 33-year timeline Jesus went from being
a baby in the manger, a lover and healer of people, to their judge who
brought destruction upon his favored people. Oh, and by the way….
the destruction happened during the church age. This should greatly
humble those who believe God does not bring judgment during the
Church age.
Then Jesus began to criticize openly the cities in which he had done
many of his miracles, because they did not repent. “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable
for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you! And you,
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be thrown
down to Hades! For if the miracles done among you had been done
in Sodom, it would have continued to this day. But I tell you, it will
be more bearable for the region of Sodom on the Day of Judgment
than for you!” Matthew 11:20-24
Keep in mind that timelines are easy to see once history has unveiled
itself. Jesus warned, pleaded, and taught people through the parables,
as well as other simple methods that the time would come for His
departure. If only they had not been so religious and allowed satan to
deceive them to the reality of their time. Jesus was loving, kind, patient,
and all the attributes given to him; but eventually He became a judge to
them. They missed his position and had mistaken His diﬀerent roles
and responsibilities as the Son of God.
Establishing and Appreciation of a Reference Point
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In hindsight the people of Jesus’ day probably would have appreciated
a timeline showing them that time was running out for them. Jesus
was not going to continually plead with them and operate in the same
manner that He chose during the majority of His ministry to them.
They did not comprehend that there was a diﬀerent period of time
they were about to enter during the ﬁnal years of His ministry.
It is my intent to awaken people, churches, and denominations from
the same kind of blindness the Pharisees had, before it is too late. This
is why I have chosen the timeline in ﬁgure 6 with clear indicators of a
reference point that will help us understand the time we are presently
at. As already stated, it is obvious that we should be viewing Christ
closer on the timeline that is represented on the right side of the
timeline, rather than the events on the left side. However, our tendency
when we are living in replay mode is to stay with all the characteristics
of who Christ is during Christmas and Easter.
Assuming people would begin to set their sights toward the right side
of the timeline, they would be more focused on the fact that Jesus
is righteous and just. In this proper view they would see that Jesus
functions as the judge of the church, rather than still in the manger or
as the ultimate sacriﬁce on the cross. I can assure you that I view my
own child on her birth date completely diﬀerent than I view a judge
that I might have to stand before. I can also assure you that I view
my parents who sacriﬁced much for me at diﬀerent times in my life,
diﬀerent than a judge who will be hearing my case in court. They are
all just and fair people, but with diﬀerent roles and responsibilities at
diﬀering points on the timeline of my life. I had better make sure that
I treat and respect each role accordingly, and be aware that they are all
the same. I need an awareness of who I am, who they are, and what
point in time I am associating with each.
The new reference point that I am bringing forward on the timeline
is the view of who Jesus functions as slightly before the rapture of
the church. This is the point that He is standing in the midst of the
Churches and is laying out the judgments and ramiﬁcations of the
Church actions. This reference is found in Revelation chapter 1:820. The main reason I chose this reference point is the fact that so
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many people try to escape any view of God until after the rapture of
the church. This escapism view allows them to live in that ‘nice’ replay
mode and escape all possibilities that we may be judged to some degree
prior to the rapture. I believe this reference point is a wake-up call to
all people who are serious about their Christian walk. As stated in a
previous chapter, many Christians have become artists at escaping any
potential of God being anything but all gracious and all-loving. Yes,
Jesus is loving, but He is far more than all loving; He is all-knowing,
all-wise, all-righteous, all-just, and the ongoing and ﬁnal judge of
all human actions. Many people have become escape artists of any
connection to the unpleasant side of our Christian faith. They have
a preferential rapture doctrine which allows them to slide all negative
type scripture references behind the period of the rapture. The rapture
in their mind is the escape route or trap door that removes and excludes
them from this side of eternity, where God may be cleaning, cleansing,
purifying, correcting, and judging the house of God. Christ serves in
this capacity so that He can present a Bride (The Church) before Him
without a spot or without a wrinkle. (Ephesians 5:25-27)
It is extremely convenient and ironic that so many people choose the
escape route considering the reality that no-one knows for certain
when the rapture will exactly take place. The ‘all negative things happen
after the rapture’ belief has increased all the more as our society thrives
on convenient and selective doctrine that gives them a positive promise
in every circumstance.
Let’s take a look at the scripture that I am using as the reference
point.
I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
I, John, your brother and companion in the suﬀering and kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island
of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a
loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what
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you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And
when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the
lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and
his eyes were like blazing ﬁre. His feet were like bronze glowing
in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.
In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came
a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance.
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the
Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take
place later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right
hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches. Revelation 1:8-20(NIV)

This particular scripture passage is a wonderful description of Christ,
His position, and relation to the Churches and pastors prior to the
rapture of the Church. This view is critical for us as we can see exactly
what is happening before the rapture of the Church. Many theologians
and Bible scholars have concluded that because there is no mention
of the Church after Revelation Chapter 3 that the Church has been
raptured. Please note this is not a proven fact, but speculation based
on two critical Biblical Observations:
1. There is no mention of the Churches after chapter 3 of
Revelation.
2. Jesus spoke to John in Revelation 1:19 stating that He is to
record three things A) The things He just saw; referring to
chapter 1,
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B) The things which are; referring to chapter 2-3
C) The things that are to happen here after; referring to
things in chapter 4:1 through 21:5.
I will not focus time trying to prove or disprove this stance by theologians
and Bible scholars as I honestly don’t have all the evidence, and Jesus
said it was not for us to know the exact time. I will however make note
of three personal observations which should be considered:
1. The word ‘Church’ is used one more time in the last chapter
of Revelation. Revelation 22:16 states “I, Jesus, have sent
my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am
the root and the oﬀspring of David, and the Bright and
Morning Star.”
2. If I were to write a letter to my wife and two daughters
knowing I would not see them for a long time, I would
start the letter by encouraging my wife. I would tell her to
stay focused on raising the children and other instructions.
After I was done writing her portion I would switch the
writing to convey personal and instructive information
to each of my daughters. Lastly, I would close the letter
with summary information. I would not want anyone to
assume because I did not mention my wife again during the
portions of the letter where I am referring to my daughters
that she has suddenly disappeared or is gone from the
scene. It should be interpreted that it was just the ﬂow of
my letter.
3. In the closing of my letter I would make a statement that
made a clear statement that I love them and include all who
were addressed and assumed alive. The closing statement
of my letter would be much like “Pam, Jessica, and Tiﬀany,
please listen to the words I stated and know that I love you
and I will be coming back.” In much the same manner God
closes the last chapter of the book of Revelation by stating
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Oﬀspring of David, and the
Bright and Morning Star.” Revelation 22:16.
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What these points may portray is that it is may be presumptuous to
conclude that the church is removed after chapter 3. Keep in mind that
these are my observations which of course are common sense thoughts
and should not be used to deﬁne doctrine or agree or disagree with
Bible scholars and theologians who have spent life times studying the
subject.
What is of most importance to us in the context of this book is to draw
the closest and clearest reference point to where we are today, based
on scripture. It is an attempt to alert people that we were given a clear
view of what Christ appears as just prior to the rapture. However, this
view may shake people up because it does exactly what scripture is
intended to do; ‘judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.’
“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of
the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)
My main purpose is to awaken people who are always skating around
the truth, are too afraid to admit the truth, want to believe the Church
is above reproach, we are all going to heaven, and/or we will all escape
through the rapture door prior to any negative circumstances occurring
to any of the Church folks. My hope is also that many people will start
to wonder why we choose to stay in replay mode and only see Christ
as the baby in the manger or the all loving savior on the cross. We
must mature to a point we can admit and live for the whole truth, not
selective truth, tradition, or ‘group think’ behavior that keeps the guests
coming to our churches, small groups, or conferences.
A Closer Look at the Reference Point
With Revelation chapter 1, 2, and 3 dealing speciﬁcally with the Church
we must conclude that the Church is at the center of attention and the
revelation to the Apostle John is for the Church. As we review the
scripture in Chapter 1 there are numerous building blocks of church
theology that should be noted. I would like to take this opportunity to
describe some of the basic building blocks. The basics may hurt a little
bit; but hopefully they will get your attention.
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Building Blocks:
1. The Apostle John loves Jesus Christ, and believes in the
Church. This is one of the main reasons that Christ gives
him this revelation.
2. Even though the Apostle John believes in the Church He is
all by himself on the Isle of Patmos. It is evident that there
is no church building, pastor, or denomination on the Isle
of Patmos. He is isolated by himself. Without the outcome
of the revelation he received, many of us would have passed
judgment upon him and say he left the Church. Keep in
mind that many of us have the narrow view that the Church
can only be existent if there is a building, pastor, and/or
congregation. The Church building as we know it is only
a ﬁgure of the truth and not the full truth. Yes, according
to scripture the church is only a ﬁgure of the truth. Sit
back and meditate and pray on the speciﬁc scripture below,
and come to your own conclusion. Unfortunately, we have
often times made the church buildings what we worship
and put our hope in.
“For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a
copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for
us in God’s presence.” Hebrews 9:24 (NIV) and
“Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary made with hands
that was only a copy of the true one.” Hebrews 9:24 (KJV)
It is amazing that the greatest moments in Christian history
were not in a Church building or congregation…but most
often a place of isolation where individuals have tested
their faith and have looked solely upon God. Examples of
this include Jesus on the Cross, Stephen being stoned in
public by himself, Paul in prison by himself, John on the
Isle of Patmos by himself. Looking back further, we also
see in the Old Testament the place of change happened
often without groups of people. Examples of this include
Moses on the mountain by himself, Moses in the cleft of
the rock by himself, Jacob by himself in Bethel wrestling
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with the Angel, David face to face with Goliath by himself,
a lion by himself, a bear by himself, Jonah in the whale by
himself, Job alone by himself with only judgmental friends,
David walking through the valley of the shadow of death
by himself. All this to say we need to be careful that we
are not so ‘people and congregational’ minded that anyone
outside of a congregation is doomed and pegged as having
left the Church and dammed for life. Some of your greatest
days may be outside the four walls of the church building
when you are forced to be by yourself, with God. We need
to be careful that we do not over play the concept that we
need each other so much that we are never forced to seek
God face-to-face by ourselves.
3. John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day (Revelation 1:1011). Notice that John was in the Spirit without a church
building, without a choir and without any corporate
worship. John was without a Church, yet had the belief
that true worship was between him and God. He somehow
knew that no man or church can work him into worship,
or out of worship; he simply knew God was Worthy of
His friendship (Worship). For every person who cannot
enter into times of worship without all the warm-ups,
choirs, talents, and people… please pray for understanding
of true worship. I say all this with much conviction because
in Revelation 1:17-19 John falls down as a dead man in the
presence of Jesus who says he wants him to record some
of the greatest words in the history of the world. John did
not put the Lord on hold and say ‘I can’t enter into worship
without hymns or praise songs.’ God was there because
John worshipped in truth and spirit. The modern church
has trained and convinced people that they cannot worship
until they have the right tunes of music, and have gone
through the motions of ‘patterned behavior’ which we have
titled modern worship. In many cases we have trained the
musical ear to only think that we can hear from God when
the music and people are all in tune and we have a sweet
sound. The reality is that being in tune and making sweet
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music does not indicate true worship. I agree it may feel
like worship because all the talent has created a sense of
group karaoke; giving us just the right feeling of emotion
and satisfaction.
4. John fell down as a dead man in God’s presence. He literally
responded to God in whole scale ‘awe’ before a sermon was
ever preached. It is scripturally factual that when people
come into the presence of God they cannot stand because
of the powerful glory of God.
Imagine a church that could claim that they have the
presence of God because they worship on the Lord’s Day in
truth and spirit. A place where people fall prior to the manmade worship, songs, and sermons ever begin. The mere
presence of God would cleanse the people we have been
trying to cleanse for years. It is possible that God moved so
mightily upon John that He had to have him in isolation so
that he was neither distracted by man’s worship, nor that
a person or denomination could try and take the credit.
Imagine God revealing this revelation to John in front of
a church or denomination; they may have taken credit and
immediately started selling books, CDs, and t-shirts that
followed the awesome Revelation; and claim their church
or denomination as having the ‘sole’ truth, or ‘sole’ blessing.
Scripture states that God will not share His glory with
any man. Therefore, the more of humanity that is present
(show-casing) the less of God that is present. The opposite
is also true; the more of God we allow to be present, the
less of humanity that is needed. This is probably why John
could be all by himself and have one of the most wonderful
Sunday services known to the history of the world. Another
thought is…God knew that if John was near people and
Churches, John may have been frightened to share such a
message in fear it would have caused an uproar among his
network of minister friends and ministries, which in turn
would cut oﬀ his support mechanism.
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5. The description of what John sees that is so overwhelming
is…the way Christ looks. The look is described in verses
12-18 of Revelation chapter 1.
a. Christ is in the midst of seven golden candlesticks/
lamp stands (verse 12-13). The candlesticks or lamp
stands represent the churches (verse 20)
b. He is clothed in a garment down to His feet and with
a golden sash around His chest. (Verse 13).
c. His head and hair were like wool; white as snow. (Verse
14).
d. His eyes were as a ﬂame of ﬁre (verse 14).
e. His feet were like ﬁne brass as if burned in a furnace
(verse 15).
f. His voice sounded like many waters (verse 15).
g. He had seven stars in His right hand (verse 16). The
seven stars represent the angels; also interpreted as
ministers (verse 20)
h. He had a sharp two-edged sword in His mouth (verse
16)
i. His countenance was like the Sun in strength (verse
16)
6. Jesus shares a mystery with John who then shares it for the
world to hear. The mystery is found in chapter 1 verse 20
which states: “The mystery of the seven stars which though
sawest in my right hand and the seven golden candlesticks. The
seven stars are the seven angels of the seven churches, and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”
With this scripture we have ﬁnally reached the climax of this book
- which is intended to get the attention of people who have lived their
lives in the past and/or the future. Let me start this climatic moment
by asking a few critical questions.
1. Have you ever went to a Christian drama or movie
representation where Christ was portrayed as what we
just stated above, prior to the rapture of the Church? A
summary of that representation would be a picture of Christ
standing in the midst of churches with a two-edged sword
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in His mouth, ﬁre in His eyes, a robe of righteousness,
holding ministers in His right hand? If you are like most
of us, you have never seen a drama like this. Why not?
2. When was the last time you went to a Christmas or Easter
drama that portrayed Christ as if He is still a baby in the
manger, or on the Cross, or ascending to heaven? If you
are like most of us, you have gone to numerous dramas like
this.
The importance of these two questions is that when we as Christians
choose to always share that Christ and/or the Gospel as quaint and
non-confrontational, we have missed the Gospel and the full testimony
of Jesus Christ. How do I know this? Simply put: in Revelation 1:9
John states His whole mission is for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
‘I John who am also your Brother and companion in tribulation,
and the Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle
that is called Patmos, for the word of God and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ.’ Revelation 1:9
It is clear that John’s mission is to share the testimony of Jesus which is
clearly beyond two to three major events repeated every year. If I was to
have someone share the testimony of my life I would be disappointed
as well as misrepresented if the writer only focused on my salvation
and the ﬁrst few years of my Christianity. I would desire they focus on
my entire life, my timeline, the diﬀerent roles I played, and the recent
victories that showed that I was far more of an individual than just the
ﬁrst few years of my life. The same concept should be applied here as
well. John, a dedicated disciple, was chosen to represent the fullness
of the Kingdom and Jesus Christ; which is well beyond a re-play of
the same events everyone had already heard. Jesus was desirous to get
the full message to all the churches that existed in that day. Jesus did
not tell John to send the Christmas or Easter Story in a manuscript so
they could relive what had already taken place. He was desirous to give
them a truthful and serious message in Revelation chapters 1-3.
In fact, to persuade the readers of Revelation 2-3, Jesus has John
address each of the seven churches with a diﬀerent (role) or name for
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Himself. Look closely at the names Jesus is introduced as in each of
the introductions.
1. To the angel of the Church of Ephesus write, “These things
says He who holds the seven stars in His right Hand, who
walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks:” Rev
2:1 NKJ
2. And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These
things says the ﬁrst and last, who was dead and came to
life.’ Rev 2:8 NKJ
3. And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, “These
things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword.” Rev
2:12 NKJ
4. And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, “These
things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a ﬂame of
ﬁre, and His feet like ﬁne brass.” Rev 2:18 NKJ
5. And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, “These
things says He who has the seven Spirits of God, and seven
stars.” Rev 3:1 NKJ
6. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, “These
things says He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the
key of David, He opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no
one opens.” Rev 3:7 NKJ
7. And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,
“These things says the Amen, The Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God.” Rev 3:14
NKJ
The serious nature of the message to each of the Churches was that
Jesus’ role was as Lord, counselor, and judge of the Churches and
people. Anyone with a 6th grade education (unless deceived by the
enemy, or having selﬁsh motives) can read chapter 1-3 and determine
that Jesus is in the midst of the Churches and warns them of the need
to stay focused, repent, and be serious about their love for Him, or their
light will be removed. The fact that it is this simple really helps explain
the reality that Jesus is judging the motives of the church and ministers
of the Churches. Generally speaking, a judge warns of the ultimate
rewards and punishments of doing either the right or the wrong thing.
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In every case Jesus makes clear statements warning us of the dangers of
not staying focused on the testimony of Christ. He also tells everyone
to have a ‘ear to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.’
It is critical to note that in chapter 2-3 Jesus states Church(s) as plural,
when stating ‘He that hath an ear let him hear what the spirit is saying
to the Churches.” Even though the message is for a speciﬁc geographical
area church (i.e. city of Ephesus) the reality is that the message went
to the churches that existed in that area. What if there would have
been ten additional geographical area churches because the world and
church were developed beyond those geographic areas? The message
may have been sent to those additional area churches as well. Christ’s
intent was for the message to go to the churches that were developed
up to that point in history; therefore the initial seven churches would
be the initial method to distribute the message. Christ knew that as
the churches expanded, the message would expand and eventually end
up in Scripture which would be carried throughout the world. The
same concept can be applied to many of Paul’s letters. The book of
Ephesians was for the Church in Ephesus, yet it ended up in Scripture
and applies to all Churches of all time. We have built major doctrines
from this message to the Church(s) in Ephesus. Ephesians 2:8 states
‘For by Grace are we saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it
is a gift of God.’ We have built solid doctrine on this scripture alone,
without claiming and rationalizing that this letter was only to the
church at Ephesus. Excluding it from appropriate usage to help all
people and churches would have been a hindrance to the Gospel.
A good summary of the true picture of who Christ is at our new
reference point on the timeline is:
1. Descriptive of how Jesus should be viewed at this juncture
in scripture. This reference point is before the rapture of
the Church and the second coming of Christ.
2. Descriptive of the judge who stands in the midst of the
churches and who is qualiﬁed, able, and willing to judge
the churches and ministers of the Church.
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Many readers may spend months on this timeline arguing, debating,
praying, and fussing over the placement of the reference point. I believe
after prayerful consideration you will let scripture and God’s voice to
the Church override any prejudices, dogma, and personal feelings. My
only request is that you heed the warning of Christ when He stated
‘He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.’
He stated this on eight occasions in Revelation chapters 2-3.
Based on the reference point, has judgment come to the Church?
Based on all the information we can now venture along the timeline to
understand when this judging of the churches takes place; or if it could
have already taken place. Keep in mind that we have already determined
it must be before the rapture of the churches; due to the references in
the book of Revelation. I cannot state exactly when it does, however,
for every believer who thinks the rapture could take place at any time,
it would indicate that judgment has already happened or it is soon
to happen. No one with logical thinking can believe that the rapture
could literally happen at anytime, and then ignore the fact that that
judgment of the churches happens prior to the rapture… as described
in Revelation Chapter 2 and 3, and mentioned in 1 Peter 4:17. “For
it is time for Judgment to begin, starting with the house of God” 1
Peter 4:17. In addition, considering the Church has been judging the
tremendous increase of sin in the world, it would only make sense that
the Church was/is judged prior to the world being judged.
To answer the question at hand; ‘is it possible that judgment of the Church
has already come or that we are in the very midst of it?’ one would need to
test for evidence of this possibility. I believe that during the past 5-20
years there has been enough evidence that judgment may have come,
or that we are in the process where Christ is judging the church. This
would be God’s means of fulﬁlling His Word that He would judge the
Church and that He is coming for a church without spot or wrinkle.
Keep in mind I am referring to the judgment of the Church, not the
world. It is extremely interesting to me that the Church has been quick
to judge the signs and sins of the world, but very reluctant to judge their
own sin.
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Listed below are the four overwhelming pieces of evidence that give
validity to the possibility that judgment may have taken place. Each
area of evidence will be explained in the next chapter to allow you the
opportunity to hear, pray, and seek God’s voice in each matter.
1. The type and proportions of sin in the church today have
reached the same level where God had judged His people
and the world in the past.
2. A large percentage of denominations and churches have
clearly left their ﬁrst love - Christ.
3. Ministers have allowed and/or unknowingly given the
reigns of control over to satan
4. All signs that the rapture of the church could take place
in the immediate future, indicate that the church has, or is
about to be judged.
As already stated, many readers may spend months on the timeline
and reality that the judgment of the church may have occurred arguing,
debating, praying, and fussing over the reference point placement. I
believe that after prayerful consideration, you will let scripture and
God’s voice to the Churches for today rule over you prejudices, dogma,
and personal feelings.
It is extremely important that you understand that judgment is not
all negative. There have been churches that have been judged and
found faithful, just as described in Revelation chapters 2-3. These
churches are ﬂourishing today and bearing much fruit. The churches
who have been found to be more in love with themselves and sinners
are bearing little to no fruit anymore. In no way should you assume
that I am condemning all churches because they have been judged. The
solid churches that have Christ at the center of their love, desire, and
purpose have or will come through the Judgment just ﬁne.
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Chapter Six

The Four Evidences That
Indicate the Church May Have
Been Judged
The fact that the church may have been judged or in the process of being
judged is discussed in this chapter in detail. It is important to note that
we each need to check our heart to see how humble or arrogant we
are; how objective or subjective we are; how fair or defensive we have
become; how self-righteous or repentive we are. I am far from perfect
and thus must periodically ask not only the world the questions; but
the church and myself the questions. Who do I serve? Who do I love?
How much sin remains in my life? Have I given any part of my heart
to the enemy? Have I become so intellectual that I forgotten the basics
of Christianity?
Evidence 1 Sin in the Church - exposed by the media/world
In recent years the sin that has been openly exposed within the church
is evident, as well as increasing. What is more shocking is the reality
that it has been the secular media who has exposed the majority of the
churches sin to the world. The Church would not expose its own sin,
so the world did it for us. The fact that the media has exposed the sin
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is evidence that the Church elects not to deal with the sin even though
it has reached epidemic proportions, where it could not be hidden
anymore. When the world is aware of the sin of the church, there is
clear evidence that indicts the church of serious guilt. The Church
either chooses to hide the sin, or the Church was removed from the
Spirit of the living God, preventing them from hearing or seeing the
sin themselves. In either case, the sin was ignored and the world/media
exposed much of it for us.
In addition to the sad reality of either not hearing or not being able
to hear about the sin internally, very little repentance took place for
the world to see the church teaching the world about repentance
and true forgiveness. There have been many law suits, apologies, and
ﬁrings among the church, but very little heart felt public repentance.
Despite the sin, God could have turned evil into good by allowing us
to demonstrate to the world that we are not perfect, but we do repent
when we have seen or committed sin. However, we need to realize that
there can be no repentance when there is no true admittance.
It is very important to note that in the book of Revelation Chapter 2
the great admonishments to the Church included the fact that they
judged and discerned right from wrong. Look at the following portions
of these scriptures:
•

•
•

‘I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil, and you have tested those
who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them
liars.’ Revelation 2:2
‘But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolatians,
which also I hate.’ Revelation 2:6
‘I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall
know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And
I will give to each one according to her works.’ Revelation
2:23

It is shameful that the church refuses to judge itself when it is to be
the light of the world. Just as shameful are the Para-church leaders
who have seen the sin and have not spoken up. Some of these leaders
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have had the perfect platform to bring true repentance, but they have
remained silent in focus of their own ministry, or possible fear of losing
the support base. No ministry leader should on one hand claim to want
moral good in the world and turn a deaf ear towards the sin of its own
support base. God did not allow them to be leaders only when the
going was good – He called them to lead in season and out of season.
In recent years we have had leading men and women of God who have
had opportunities to help bring the Church through a very sinful
season, but were afraid to speak up against the support base they had.
The results have been staggering, the sin besetting, and the outcome
an embarrassment to the church. When ministers of the Gospel have
violated marriage vows, sexually violated innocent boys, exercised
sexual indulgence outside of marriage, controlled and manipulated
congregations, taken from the poor and lavished themselves with
riches, promised God’s blessings in exchange for their money, we have
crossed the line that no other generation got away with.
The violations of the innocent through the once great Churches have
reached the point that allowed no other choice but to bring judgment
that removed the power of the presence of God from the Church. The
very fulﬁllment of scripture:
•

•

•

Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a
depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. Romans
1:28 (NIV)
Constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been
robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to
ﬁnancial gain. But godliness with contentment is great gain. 1
Timothy 6:5-6 (NIV)

So I will disgrace the dignitaries (ministers) of your temple,
and I will consign Jacob to destruction and Israel to scorn.
Isaiah 43:28 (NIV)

What may be more shameful than ministers who have robbed God
and man through sin, are people who are ignorant enough to continue
exposing their family to such sinful behaviors!
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Surely, we should pray; ‘Lord forgive us and let us admit the sinful
and hidden behavior of many of our churches.’ Surely, great leaders
who represent the church should lead the eﬀort and not be threatened
by the Godly outcome; even if it hurts the revenue of their church or
ministry. Through common sense and human dignity we should stop
making up excuses for sinful ministers and ask them to step down.
As seen in Isaiah 43 it is very possible that clergy, leaders, and dignitaries
hit a point of arrogance that God decides to expose and punish them.
Below is a modern day parallel to Jonathan Edward’s famous message
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God entitled Clergy in the Hands of an
Angry God, by Michael L. Mathews.
Clergy in the hands of an Angry God
In 1741 the great preacher Jonathan Edwards was burdened with a
message for the people of his day. The message was entitled “Sinners
in the Hands of an Angry God.” The message was preached and
thousands of people were saved due to the timeliness and truthfulness
of the content. The message was so powerful that it is still available in
print form today with people being saved merely by reading it. Great
theologians believe that Edwards’ message was needed due to the
back-sliding of church-goers in his day. In essence, Jonathan Edwards
was prepared to preach a “risk-it-all-message,” due to the status of
the church and Christians in his day. He did not preach this type of
message every Sunday, but when God warranted the message as part
of the ‘Great Awakening.’ Edwards experienced the transformation of
the people he had the potential to inﬂuence.
Each serious minister has periods when they desire to preach the “riskit-all-message,” but few build up the courage to deliver the message. In
Scripture, leaders have delivered “risk-it-all-messages” and found that
these messages generally transform societies.
For a few years I have had a “risk-it-all-message” entitled “Clergy in
the Hands of an Angry God,” stirring in my heart. The message is
intended to grab the hearts of clergy to let them know: 1) The sin
amongst clergy has reached the same cyclical height which has caused
God’s response in the past. 2) God has, and does see the ‘cover-up’ that
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has taken place in the organized Church across America, and 3) There
has been a ‘cover-up’ of this sin amongst the fraternity of clergy.
This message has stemmed from factual incidents with present day
clergy, and conﬁrmed by God’s Word which illustrates cyclical behaviors
of clergy who have strayed from the truth - and calling - they had once
felt. These behaviors have been noted by the media, congregants, the
secular world, Christians; and God; however few have had the “risk-itall” attitude to call out the issues and sin which has become paramount
among clergy.
I ask every minister to pray before reading on, so the tendency of
denial and rejection do not rob you of its’ content. As stated, ‘riskit-all’ messages bring God’s blessings if you allow God’s work to be
accomplished, rather than mine or yours. And, even if you are one of
the ‘pure’ clergy who inevitably knows clergy who are not; that you too
will be a part of carrying a message of truth to their side, rather than
stand by and watch the cover-up continue.
A recent article in the USA Today stated that Episcopalian Bishop,
Eugene Robinson recently checked into rehabilitation to combat
alcoholism. Bishop Eugene Robinson was the same clergy member
who championed the ‘coming out’ and approval of homosexuals among
clergy a few years ago. Reading this sent me into a mild spiritual
rage - to think that we as a clergy have taken lightly the reality that we
can escape sin. The multitude of sins within the Church by leaders
has reached a new height, and I believe God has taken notice and has
begun to react to the situation.
Here are just a few examples of evidence which indicates “we can no
longer deny’ the epidemic, or the intentional cover up of the epidemic:
1. Documented cases of approximately 4,000 incidents of
clergy accused of Pedophilia within the Church.
2. A minister murdering his girlfriend (skinning her alive)
after preaching the 2006 Easter Service.
3. 30% of clergy confessing to having issues with pornography
via the internet.
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4. Thousands of clergy leaving their spouses for an adulterous
aﬀair.
5. A minister shooting two men in a funeral home, only to
commit suicide later.
6. Thousands of clergy controlling their congregants through
an arrogant belief that they are the only ones who bid God’s
work.
7. Thousands of clergy manipulating the body of Christ
within the local church, literally cutting oﬀ the work of
God through the whole body.
8. Numerous suicides among clergy who are disillusioned.
I have been in a paradox between assurance and deep sorrow because
of the sin of many of our spiritual leaders. On one hand the deep
sorrow stems from the reality of the proven and factual sin among
the clergy such as pedophilia, adultery, murder, spiritual abuse, sexual
abuse, pride, control, manipulation, and all the great cover-ups that
‘everything’ is just ﬁne, when in fact it is not! On the other hand, an
assurance comes from a realization that God is bringing retribution
and correction to the ‘cover-up’ among the fraternity of clergy.
There should be sorrow when you consider the families that have been
ruined and churches destroyed over clergy who desire to follow the
ﬂesh, rather than the Spirit of God. There should also be sorrow when
reports show that there is now an estimated 2.5 million Christians in
America who have professed leaving the church because of its ineﬀectual
nature. Many of these 2.5 million people have been scattered from the
Church by clergy who have welcomed and encouraged their exodus.
Many of these people have been accused of apostasy, when it may well
be the church that has become apostate.
Do we realize that all the pedophilia cases have not yet produced a
spiritual leader like King David who could stand up and state, “We
have sinned against God,” rather than a cheap apology that “We are
sorry that we shuﬄed clergy around who confessed that they had these
issues.” I am heart stricken to confess that as high as 80% of the clergy
that I have personally befriended fell prey to adultery, spiritual control,
and manipulation of the very people they once wanted to serve.
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Possibly a greater sorrow includes the reality that I, like many other
clergy, have ignored, excused, and in some cases justiﬁed the behavior
of so much abuse; without weeping before God and making a truthful
renunciation of sin. The best we have seen is the fraternity of clergy
state how hard they have it, and question why so many are leaving the
clergy, as if they are the victims. Possibly this exodus is God’s cleansing
of a society of clergy who will not confess and repent.
We need more people like Nathan, Apostle Paul, Jonah, Amos, David,
Peter, and John, who had a tendency to error on the side of honesty
with the situation, rather than on the side of ‘cover-up’. They were
righteous men of God used to proclaim honesty, truth, and godliness,
even if it hurt the protected fraternity of clergy or churches.
God has encouraged and reminded me that He is balancing the scales
as the sins have been exposed, despite the cover-up. What the clergy
is reaping may be God’s way of bringing light and fairness to the
cover-ups. It is called the “law of retribution” and illustrated clearly in
Galatians 6:5-9. Yet, in God’s gracious way, He is allowing opportunity
to repent; no diﬀerent than with the world of sinners; the very message
that all clergy once believed; which is to confess, repent, and move on
in the correct direction.
Scripture shows God’s process of dealing with leaders who have crossed
the line of pride, arrogance, and greed which produce the behavior
patterns seen among many clergy. “Judgment must begin at the house
of God.” (1 Peter 4:17). Matthew Henry, the great commentator, notes
in this passage that God’s method just prior to bringing judgment on
the ungodly is to start ﬁrst at the sanctuary. Let’s suppose for a moment
that judgment may have already visited the Church, but the clergy
would not acknowledge the judgment. This would then explain the
epidemic suﬀering within clergy and the church. References of starting
at the sanctuary and not sparing clergy can be seen in the following
passages: Ezekiel 9:1-11, Isaiah 10:12, Jeremiah 25:29.
What if clergy were already given the opportunity to acknowledge the
sin in their own ranks? What if we all knew about the sin within clergy
and said nothing? What if we all aided in the cover-up? Would we not
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be like the people described in Ezekiel chapter 9 where God brought
judgment starting at the sanctuary because the people did not cry out
about the sin around them? As a common sense individual, I would
have to state that the arrogance among certain fraternities, ministries,
and ministers is way beyond trying to protect the dignity of a position
once viewed as sacred.
The reality is blatantly evident as a good portion of the clergy are
falling by the wayside, struggling ﬁnancially, and/or physically. I have
personally seen the results as I have attempted to assist three clergy
who have crossed the line of arrogance and pride only to see more
arrogance and pride demonstrated through an attitude of “How dare
someone question the man of God?” I have now watched these three
clergy each suﬀer a combination of marital, ﬁnancial, physical, and/or
family issues.
You may be a clergy member thinking how pathetic some of these cases
are. I would ask you to examine your heart as there have been coverups causing numerous spiritual deaths in thousands of churches. I have
seen clergy who once believed in what they were doing begin a slow
process of covering up the spiritual death(s) that they have created. In
many towns across America there are churches with clergy who once
believed that it was God’s church they were serving, or at minimum the
people in God’s church. These same clergy now act as if the Church is
their own personal Church; and in arrogance, they believe they control
all things in the house of God.
The clergy as well as some of their wives in many of these churches
stop at nothing to protect what they feel they have started and built. It
is an attitude of control, manipulation and protection that breaks the
foundation of a church body; thus causing spiritual death. We must
question if God honors the attitude of ‘mine’ and a controlling spirit
that gets rid of everyone and anyone who threatens ‘mine’?
At the pinnacle of these religious leaders are those who have become
self proclaimed ‘only-anointed’ ones who literally view themselves as
the only people who can be used by God. They use this pretense to
further carry out their mission of control and manipulation by labeling
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any member who questions them as a complainer or discontent that
must be removed. They refuse to admit that God chooses teams of
people to work together to complement and supplement each other.
King David was truly an anointed individual, yet when exposed by the
prophet Nathan, accepted that Nathan was also anointed, but with
a diﬀerent function and purpose. In fact, every great spiritual leader
of the past was willing to accept words spoken to them from God’s
chosen people who were also anointed. Nathan was also the one who
had to tell David that he was not the one to build the temple of God.
Most modern day clergy would be indignant towards anyone who gave
godly advice that seemed to take anything away from what they believe
is their own.
In Scripture, each time God’s anointed person became arrogant, proud,
self righteous, or ungodly, God gave them fair warning and allowed
that person to repent. Sometimes God brought others to tell them and
other times God paid them a personal visit. In some cases the Godly
person repented and moved on, but in other cases the proud died in
their pride.
The content of this message is far from John the Baptist speaking out
“Repent you Generation of Vipers.” Rather it is a mild message of
warning to all clergy to evaluate their hearts and repent, if the ‘shoe
ﬁts.’ Think of the sins of spiritual leaders of our day, and the sins that
have been revealed in America these past ten years. Are we choosing
to confess or choosing to cover up? I pray that as clergy, or a concerned
person, that you would take your eyes oﬀ the writer and step back and
consider:
1. The present day sins that have been exposed among clergy
2. The reality of God’s Word concerning the sins of clergy.
3. The fact that God always begins judgment in the House of
God.
Evidence 2 A great percentage of the churches have left their ﬁrst love
As we look directly at the warnings in Revelation chapters 2 and 3
they really come down to the cut and dry question of ‘who are we as a
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church really serving? The warning is to examine oneself to see if you
love Christ. Jesus did not mince words in His warning to the churches.
He states vividly and clearly that you must make choices. Many
modern Christians cannot make clear decisions and thus they gather
around the cross, but would never get on the cross. They love hearing
about the things of Christ and the Church, but in all honesty they have
become apostate….leaving their ﬁrst love and relationship with Christ.
A few of the following comparisons may help clarify the point.
•
•
•
•
•

The Church either loves Christ or loves other things that
surround Christ.
The Church either is willing to get on the cross, or they
just enjoy gathering around the cross.
The Church either produces ﬁshers of men, or the church
becomes keepers of the aquarium
The Church either matures believers to become all they
can be in and for Christ, or the Church minimizes the role
of Christians to people in the pew.
The Church either cherishes the gifts of Christ given to
people, or the Church cherishes the talents developed by
people.

The list of similarities could continue to help draw a contrast between
those who love Christ, or actually just love the Church, in place of
Christ. I have been privileged to be a interim minister in numerous
denominations during the past ten years. I can attest to the fact that
there is a lot of fondness for Christ, but far more love for the ways of
the Church, buildings, programs, ministries and ﬁnances. Expanding
this same concept into the Para-church ministries…there is also a lot
of fondness for Christ, but far more fondness and love for the charisma
of a person, money, ministry, or number of followers.
The lack of love for Christ is directly proportionate to the issues we see
in church people, churches, denominations, and ministries. When we
hear and see the present day signs of the churches, it is clear that there
are deep seeded issues that stem from serving many things besides the
Chief Cornerstone ( Jesus Christ). When the cornerstone is not built
upon, the fall-out and fall-down will be tremendous. One of the major
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slants of the church away from the cornerstone is the church concept
of seeking after seekers, rather than seeking after Christ. The modern
day seeker sensitive church has added to the selﬁshness of Christians
by allowing them to think it is all about them. In addition, when people
come into a church thinking it is all about them, they have very little
understanding and motivation to sacriﬁce themselves. The full gospel
message was never shared. They do not realize that it is really about
Christ and how you can serve, not be served.
Everything but the Gospel for Christ
During the past few years as I have been traveling around the country,
I have observed and noticed the numerous attractions that the Church
has to oﬀer to the world to attract them into their church. I have read
some of the following slogans to get people to come to church where
they will hopefully meet Christ through programs and Christian love:
Karate for Christ; Cookies for Jesus; treat night; movie night; breakfast
with Jesus; Gun Cleaning Clinic; Wrestling for Jesus; ﬁne arts night; Battle
of the Bands, etc. These are only a few that stand out in my mind, but
there are many more ‘catchy’ and ‘gimmicky’ titles that appear across
church marquees or signs around the country.
I clearly understand the intent of the programs, gimmicks, messages
and means that churches and Christians are using to try and draw
people. However, I am concerned that we are trying so many means,
that we are forgetting the simplicity of letting the world know of the
Gospel; which literally means “The Good News.” We are trying to hide
the good news and disguise it under another guise or behind our love. I
am wondering why so many Christians ﬁnd the need to repackage the
simplicity and directness of the Gospel, known as the good news; or
the love of Christ.
I wonder if we are afraid or ashamed to oﬀer the Good News in its
simple form as we think people cannot hear the truth in its raw form.
We have been acting as if there is a simpler or more loving way to
introduce people to Jesus. Possibly we have thought that if we can love
people enough… we can somehow eventually introduce them to Jesus.
What some people have done is concoct a theory that our love is greater
than God’s love. In essence we are stating “If we love people ﬁrst; than
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maybe we can introduce them to Christ.” In fact, many people have
misunderstood the scripture that states “By your love for one another
they will know you are my disciples.” This verse simply means what
it states; if we as Christians demonstrate love to one another they will
see we are Christ’s Disciples. It does not say if we love one another
or love them they would come to Christ. We need to be reminded
that it was God who so loved the world that he gave His only son
that whosoever believes shall not perish. It was God’s son Jesus who
demonstrates His love to the World so that people would be drawn to
Him. If we step in and act as if it is our love, we take away the glory
from God. Our love cannot and should not be used as the evangelistic
tool, as people will see through our human love and motives as a means
to get them to do something that we want them to do; such as accept
Christ; again, it was God’s love for them, not our love for them; thus
the Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 1:13 “Is Christ divided? Was
Paul cruciﬁed for you? Or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” And
ﬁnally in 2 Corinthians 4:5 he states “For we preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”
We should all be concerned when we step back and start asking the
question “Has our church, or have I started behaving as an intermediate
between the lost and God; by trying to get them to respond to my
love or the Church’s love ﬁrst?” It is Christ who is the mediator
between God and Man. 1 Timothy 2:5 says it best: “For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
We are called to be Christ’s Ambassadors not Christ’s mediators. An
ambassador represents and speaks for someone, but does not replace
the real person or step out in front of the real person.
There are two questions that we should ask about our motives: 1) Am
I replacing or stepping in front of the message with my love to make it
sound better, or be more palatable? 2) Am I ashamed of the simplicity
of the Gospel, but not ashamed of my own methods or programs?
Replacing or stepping out in front of Christ (the message) would be
changing the reality that Christ is the one who was cruciﬁed and died,
and became the world’s mediator between humanity and God. We
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would be trying to get people to see our love and convince them that
the Church’s or Christian’s love itself is the way to Christ.
Being ashamed of the gospel would be trying to side track the truth
and lure people to a ‘worldly’ message that may give them an inkling
about God, but not introduce them or tell them of the “Cross of Jesus
Christ”.
In either case, we need to question if we are ashamed of the Gospel or
afraid that the lost will be oﬀended by the gospel; thus we cover it up
or repackage it through our love to make it easier for us to try and do
our job of sharing the Gospel?
The reality of the Gospel and what Christ did was oﬀensive to sinners,
governments, and the world. If we think we can go around the oﬀense
of the cross and not preach and share Jesus Christ, we will be greatly
disappointed with our human eﬀorts. We cannot think that we can
simmer down or wash down the Gospel by becoming lovers of worldly
people to get them to love us ﬁrst, and then love Christ. There are
numerous passages in scripture sharing that Christ was oﬀensive
(Romans 5:15; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:8); thus He warns His own
Disciples that if they persecuted Him, it stands to reason they will
also be persecuted and oﬀend people… “Remember the word that I
said unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying,
they will keep yours also.” And John 15:20…“These things have I
spoken unto you, that ye should not be oﬀended. They shall put you out
of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will
think that he doeth God service. John 16:1-2 (KJV)
Have you been one of the many who have silently ceased the
confrontation of the Cross by intentionally designing the Church to
be non oﬀensive? In addition to the reality of Christ being an oﬀense,
He is referred to as a stumbling block or foolish. “But we preach
Christ cruciﬁed, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; (1 Corinthians 1:23)
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As we examine our hearts and motives let’s be reminded that it is easy
to start loving the sinners by appealing to them, more than we love
God himself. We need to be reminded that God chose the process of
Loving Him with all our heart, all our mind, and all our soul. God is
the one worthy!! We need to be careful that we are not more in love
with the lost sinners than God Himself. We need to be a seeking (God
– the Creator) sensitive church, not a seeker (the creatures) sensitive
church. If we cross the line and seek out sinners or seekers more than
the Creator we are reversing the order of the Church. In part, this is
the warning that the Apostle Paul gave in Romans 1:25 “Who changed
the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.” God, Christ, the Cross,
and the Gospel cannot be hid under a bushel or under a shell game of
love, programs, and individuals. The Gospel is a simple and innocent
truth that Christ foretold would be oﬀensive. Let’s all share the Gospel
versus ourselves, our limited love, and/or our Church organization.
Let’s all decide to question what we are sharing!! Is it cookies, karate,
Santa, human love, dramas, Hollywood, our pastor? Or, is it the Christ
who was cruciﬁed for their sins. Let’s make a decision to make it honest,
simple, and clear and watch God receive the Glory.
This evidence helps explain why some of the recent news in regards
to churches and religion have taken place. The church in many ways
has become sick and there is no cure because the only cure is the great
physician. When the great physician is circumvented we are left to
our own methods and ways; which end in death. ‘There is a way that
appears right to every man but it ends in death.’ (Proverbs 14:12)
Evidence 3 Many Ministers have handed over the reigns of the Church
The Bible states that before the second coming of Christ, and most
likely prior to the rapture, that satan would enter the sanctuary and
act as if He is God. This act of satan is very apparent today if you are
willing to step back and observe the behavior of many ministers. They
have opened their heart, their church, and pulpit to someone other
than the authority of Jesus Christ.
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We should be clear that God works through people. Just as clear is the
reality that satan works through people. So, when we read the passage
that satan himself will enter the sanctuary and act as if he is God, satan
will enter in through people. We should not be looking for a man with
a pitch fork, but on the lookout for many assuming men and women
that appear almost as Judas Iscariot; a dedicated follower at one point
but a worker of iniquity at another point.
The realization that Satan subtly, slyly, and methodically works through
many ordinary people would help explain why so many bizarre activities
have happened within the church.
1. Some preachers, including world renowned preachers, have
begun to teach that there is no hell.
2. The very sin that caused Sodom and Gomorrah to be
destroyed is now practiced among denominational leaders
and sinners.
3. A former leader of the American evangelical association
was exposed by the media for involvement in homosexual
activities and buying illegal drugs.
4. Over 4,000 ministers accused of molesting young boys.
5. Ministers who have chased away more sinners than they
have helped, all because of their own insecurity and/or
demand for hyper-control, power, and manipulation.
The fact that the churches and ministers have handed the reigns of
the church over to the enemy, is evident on many fronts. During the
past twenty years there has been a huge shift to control the church and
Christ under the leadership of ‘one’ person called the minister, priest
or pastor. This has developed into a huge dilemma as leaders have
not allowed people to exercise their spiritual gifts, but have utilized
and manipulated people’s talents. Today the average church pays one
individual to perform for them a few times a week, but the reality is that
one paid professional cannot fulﬁll the true mission of the church. This
is the reason why Christ gave the Church sixteen diﬀerent spiritual
gifts, including the ﬁve fold ministry of (Apostle, prophet, evangelist,
pastor, and teacher) found in Ephesians 4:11-16 to build the church in
unity. Where satan has deceived the church in many ways is to isolate
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down to one person so the path to deception, manipulation, and
control is simpler. His ploy is to convince people that their talents are
more valuable than their gifts. In addition he convinces the pastor that
they are ‘the anointed one’ who all things ﬂow through. These attitudes
and beliefs diminish the value and eﬀectiveness of the Church. The
apostle Paul states it best in 1 Corinthians 2:4 when he says “He did
not come with words of man’s wisdom but with the demonstration of power
of the Spirit.” What he was saying is ‘I am not interested in talents, but
the spiritual things as that is where the power of God ﬂows through.
‘The power of God cannot ﬂow as readily through a person’s talents as
it can through a person’s gifts. This is God’s way of keeping the glory
for himself and not to share it with others. Gifts are free from God,
talents are developed by man.
When the preacher, minister, or priest is the only person in charge and
in control of the church in an unbalanced manner, they have isolated
themselves in an unhealthy manner. In the same way that a minister
would accuse a believer of isolating themselves by leaving the church,
many ministers have isolated themselves and become easier prey for
satan to work through. The unbalanced method is easy to see when
ministers feel that their gift is the only gift in use during true worship,
but surround themselves with the greatest talents. Some ministers go
one step further and use some gifts, but the gifts can only be exercised
by family members and/or friends who would bow down and worship
the minister; they call these trusted friends. These types of ministers
seldom use other parts of the body of Christ via gifts. Imagine how
insane it is to think that only close friends and family members have
gifts for the church? Imagine if a minister is really making a statement
to God that their gift is all that is needed, when Christ blessed the
church with at least sixteen other spiritual gifts.
Christ gave the Church the spiritual gifts to prevent this kind of
behavior from happening. Many Churches have specialized in using
and grooming people’s talents, but yet stay clear of the gifts of God. If
you watch carefully, many Churches have encouraged all people who
are talented how to perform on Sunday morning, while discouraging
the use of spiritual gifts. The people on the stage (altar) are all the
talented voices and musicians who perform ﬂawlessly. The message
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being portrayed to the average church attendee is that unless they are
talented, they cannot be involved in Sunday worship. Even though
their spiritual gift may be a critical element to the body of Christ, there
is no place for them to ﬁt into the body. It is controlled, programmed,
and perfected to a CD quality state of worship. I am not saying we
should not be our best and perform well. Rather, I am stating that
we are lopsided by the simple reality that no where in scripture does
it mention that music, singing, choirs, or praise teams are a gift from
God, yet we have the choir practice 1-2 times a week and perform 2-3
times a week, while the person who may have one of the gifts of the
body sits dormant. It is no wonder that more and more books and
music get produced each year and less and less gifts get used; resulting
in a sick and unhealthy church.
Imagine if all the music and books were directly proportionate to
the health of the church, the growth in Christian maturity would
be beyond our wildest imaginations. During the past few years the
explosive growth in Christian music and books have not produced a
proportionate explosive growth in Christian maturity. We have actually
seen a decline in spiritual maturity. This is not surprising when one
considers the reality that the more we excel in talents the more we
allow people to become spectators of the talent, and the less spiritual
gifts are exercised. I believe we have millions of gifted Christians sitting
back and listening to the talented Christians, while they become idle.
Satan has had a great harvest in producing idleness by giving everyone
a false sense of spiritual health through people’s talents and stardom
in the church.
We have ill deﬁned or failed to reﬁne the reality that people have gifts
and they must be exercised for the Body of Christ to function as the
Body of Christ. I wonder if this strange behavior is a result from the
fact we have created music ministers, and ﬁne arts departments rather
than invest in spiritual ministers and reﬁning gifts departments.
I need to state once again, I am not attempting to attack ministers, but
bring to light the reality that scripture states that satan will enter the
sanctuary and act as if He is God; and satan works through people. It
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is also important to recognize that the Bible’s use of apostasy (leaving
Christ) pertains primarily to the Church, not individuals.
Hiding behind the local church
When ministers become isolated, they have a tendency to try and hide
behind something. In many cases it is too diﬃcult to hide behind a
person, so they hide behind the church. In fact, the easiest way to do
this is to put a tag line on the church and call it a ‘local church’ ‘God
loves the local church’, ‘support your local church’, etc.
During the past few years there has been an increase in the word
“local” church. I have been paying attention and noticed that people are
emphasizing the word “local” in the phrase local church. The phrases I
was hearing included sentences like “God loves the LOCAL Church,
Support the LOCAL Church, Christ died for the LOCAL Church, be
faithful to the pastor of your LOCAL Church, Make sure you support
your LOCAL Church before giving extra oﬀerings, and take your
family to the LOCAL Church.
After repeatedly hearing this emphasis on the word Local for the
church, I did a study to conﬁrm my suspicions. The study revealed that
we have added the word LOCAL to the Church of Jesus Christ. The
scriptures do not include nor elude to the word local in reference to the
church. In fact searching through the possible Greek words one cannot
ﬁnd a clear reference to the word local in context of the church. The
closest one can come to replicating the innuendo of the word ‘local’
is the reference to the fact that the early church went from house to
house.
The next step in my process was to look at the scriptures that Jesus
used referring to the word ‘church’. The best I could do was go to the
Book of Revelation and ﬁnd the word Church used numerous times by
Christ in chapters 2 and 3. In all cases the Church is referred to as the
Church of a region or the church of a possible area (i.e. the Church of
Ephesus, Philadelphia, etc.)
I began to wonder what a modern day equivalent to the message given
in Revelation chapters 2-3 would sound like. Would this modern day
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equivalent with all the warnings, admonitions, and concerns be written
as a reference to each LOCAL Church? Or would it be written at the
same level – to churches of demographic time era or geographical
areas? For instance; would the equivalent be more like “To the church
in America write these things….,” or would it be “To the First Baptist
Church of Green Bay, WI, write these things…”? I think you and I
know the answer to these questions! This helps illustrate the concern
that somehow, somewhere each little local church has put themselves at
the center of the Kingdom. Have we become so religiously inbred that
we have become spiritually cross-eyed that we cannot see the Kingdom
in its truest form?
I believe the communication for “The Church” would be along the lines
of The Church of America, The Church of Asia, or possibly even The
Church of Wisconsin. I doubt that it would be along the lines of First
Baptist Church of Milwaukee, WI, or United Methodist Church of Green
Bay, WI, or First Assembly of God of Phoenix, AZ, or Trinity Lutheran
church of Memphis, TN
The reason I believe this is the simple reality that Jesus is concerned for
The Church of Jesus Christ in our day. He is concerned about our status
of readiness, love, attentiveness, and desire to glorify and serve Him.
In Scripture, the Apostle Paul, Peter, and Jesus were always referring
to the ‘Church at Large’ and were less protective of each LOCAL
church. They wrote to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Colossians,
the Philadelphians, the Laodiceans, etc. They knew the spirit of an
area and the health towards Christ within that area and/or cities
because they knew that the men and women of God were concerned
for the area and/or city. They were not isolationists or arrogant enough
to be concerned only with their favorite building, pastor, evangelist,
or program. They knew that God sees the Church at large. This only
makes sense considering that God loves all of humanity, which includes
all humanity in my city, my state and my country. He does not have a
top ten or bottom ten list of local churches with the name LOCAL in
front of their name.
I am greatly concerned in my own heart that I will not admit the
status of the Church in my geographical area because I am allowed to
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hide behind a LOCAL church. I may be hiding behind this LOCAL
concept because I am trying to belong to something smaller, and also
ﬁnd joy in comparing my local church to other local churches. I must
question and ﬁnd out if I am hiding behind many of the typical clichés
that excuse makers have, such as: ‘There are still some good churches in
our area with dedicated ministers.’ ‘There is no perfect church, and if there
was…as soon as you join it will become imperfect,’ and ‘We are not perfect,
just forgiven.’
I honestly had to take a step back and ask the diﬃcult questions…1)
how long have I been hiding behind a LOCAL church in place of
seeing the Church of Jesus Christ? 2) Why have we added the word
Local Church to the Church of Jesus Christ?
I believe the answer to the questions date back many years. We started
adding the word LOCAL Church and hiding behind this ‘made up’
name when the following things occurred;
1. Disunity among the Church of Jesus Christ in geographical
areas.
2. Pastors began making a living from a LOCAL congregation
where members could take a form of ownership in ‘their
own personal pastor.’ This added to the feeling good about
being a LOCAL Church where people could support the
LOCAL part of Church.
3. When congregants learned to be spoon fed and turn inward
to their continual and personal needs, no longer looking
outside for the Church at Large.
4. When we developed an attitude that our local church is
better than your local church.
I trust that these words spoken will at least challenge you to search the
Bible and ﬁnd the context of the LOCAL church. I believe you will
ﬁnd that the closest you get to the LOCAL church is at a city level, and
people who met from house to house.
This does not mean the LOCAL in church is bad, however if not
guarded against, we can become isolationists who believe in nothing
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greater than the 10, 20, 30, 40 …..or 500 people in our local building
and see this as the only Church of Jesus Christ. What is God saying
to the Church in your city, state or America? Do you know what He is
saying, or can you only see within your four walls?
Evidence 4 The Rapture is Close - Therefore Judgment of the Church
Somehow many Christians have lost their common sense and thus
the saying is true ‘the problem with common sense is that it is not so
common.’ Many ministers will stand behind a pulpit, book, or media
broadcast and pronounce that the coming of the Lord and/or rapture is
imminent and probably very near. Many are using scripture to support
the soon return, but few will use the scripture to warn the church that
if this is true, then the Church had better be in order for this return.
It is unfathomable that any minister who would teach strong doctrine
that there is a heaven and hell, and that some will be taken in the
rapture and some won’t, is not willing to address the issues of the
church in order to make sure that at least those within the Church
have opportunity to repent before the return of Christ.
I have been asking this question numerous times and I am afraid to
answer the questions as to why many ministers will quickly judge the
world, but not their own house. The most frightening reality may be
that they understand and appreciate the revenue stream of money
coming to the church. The revenue ﬂow and process is simple and
potentially revealing:
•
•

Sinners in the world who believe they need redemption
and forgiveness come and give money as they are grateful
and appreciative.
Church members’ who get oﬀended with a strong message
usually leave the church and take their money which is
needed to support the church system.
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The average minister knows the ﬂow of money is easily traced to a
church system that tells the world they are sinners, but allows church
attendees to feel welcome, cozy, and comfortable.
The message is clear that it is the obligation of the ministers to allow
the Holy Spirit to expose sin within the house of God ﬁrst, and the
world second. This is a repetitive process, not a once a decade house
cleaning when the church can ﬁnally aﬀord to lose people who give
ﬁnances.
In summary, any minister who is willing to state that the rapture could
take place at any time, must then believe that God has been in the
midst of the churches as the judge.
Judgment may have come but not all judgment is bad
The evidences are broad and hopefully convicting that it is very
plausible that the Judgment of the church could have taken place. Keep
in mind that it was Christ in Revelation 2-3 that stated if the Church
would not repent He would remove their light. Also, keep in mind
that scripture removes the escape door of this judgment being after
the rapture of the Church; because the church is the focal point of
Revelation chapters 2-3, where judgment takes place.
This does not mean that every church is bad or found guilty of not
having Jesus at the center of their purpose. In fact, many churches that
have been judged and found faithful have been rewarded accordingly.

108

Chapter Seven

Defining and Explaining the
Judgment of The Church
It is important to note that many people immediately think the worst
when they hear of judgment. It is much like seeing a policeman who
just turned on their car sirens; whether you are doing anything right
or wrong, you fear that you will be the one they are after. Nine times,
if not ten times out of ten the police car sirens were not for you…and
once the policeman passes your car your heart stops racing. As humans
we are wired to think the worst when authority is in place. This kind of
thinking is also carried over when people think of spiritual judgment.
Spiritual judgment should be viewed as a positive thing. The reason it
should be viewed as positive is that the God who is just and fair begins
the process of giving out that which we deserve. If our minds always
think we do bad and deserve punishment we will naturally panic over
what we think we deserve. Surely not everyone deserves bad things.
This is exactly what Christ was doing in Revelation chapter 2 and 3. He
was giving out compliments and warnings according to how churches
were acting. He justly pronounced favor as well as warning. Judgment
is a much simpler process than we have made it out to be. The majority
of all our activities and actions in life are measured and we get a ‘scorecard’ of how we are doing. Based on the score-card we reap that which
we have sown. We get grades in school, we graduate or don’t graduate,
109

 Michael L. Mathews 

receive pay raises and promotions, receive gifts, we get scores in sports
and win or lose games, and we stay married or get divorced depending
on our actions. In essence, we go through life getting measured and
judged in almost all aspects. Yet when it comes to religion in the last
50 years the word judgment is a scarce commodity. We always think
judgment is gloom and doom, therefore we view judgment as happening
to past people groups or future people groups during the tribulation
period. If we assume judgment is always bad and always for the past
or future, we develop the belief that we should never judge others or
be judged ourselves. Judgment is a measuring rod or reference point
of how well a person is doing. Personally, I want to be judged so I
know how I am doing. Some of my greatest spiritual moments have
been when someone has judged me in a spiritual manner and found
that I have a heart after God. On two occasions in my life a prophetic
word was spoken that God was well pleased with my actions. I was
so pleased that godly men and women stepped forward and gave
me God’s judgment. At those times I was prepared for correction or
instruction as well. What would ever possess me to only want feedback
in my job, sports, or temporal relationships? Why would I sell myself
short of receiving God’s feedback called instruction and or judgment?
Why wouldn’t I want to know if the church I am attending is pleasing
to God?
Based on the present timeline of history and the recent activities of
the Church, the evidence clearly indicates that many churches have
been judged, with some found faithful and many found wanting. The
timeline that will be described in this chapter will scripturally validate
this theory. However, before we go into the details, I would ask every
minister, leader, and caring church member to reﬂect back on the past
ten years and carefully recall the period of time when there was a
critical decision for your church to make. As you reﬂect back you will
recall it was a decision that caused you much anxiety, frustration, and
uncertainty. During this time you knew the decision was a mandate
from God that required decisiveness. You also knew that the decision
itself was so critical that it would eﬀect the entire direction of the
church, the people of the church, and may even cost the leader their
job. I believe every serious minister has had one of these types of
decisions in the past ten years.
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Some churches responded to their critical decision in a way that made
a clear statement such as ‘This Church will serve God at all costs.’ Other
churches responded to their critical decision in a way that made a clear
statement such as ‘This church will stay just as we are because we are at
the center of the church’
The few churches making the statement that showed that Christ was
central to their existence have been rewarded with God’s favor, presence,
and the outcomes that are part of His presence. The multitude of
churches that waﬄed and could not make any decision, or simply made
the decision that put themselves ﬁrst have ﬂoundered, live in despair,
have insecurity, and worst of all…see very little fruit. In essence God’s
presence is not with them, because they made the statement that His
presence was not paramount to their existence and success.
I believe at this moment many people who are reading this are weeping,
because they recall a pivotal decision moment in their church history.
For those who made the right decision you weep because of the vivid
reality of how diﬃcult the decision was, and how close you were to
losing the favor of God. For those who made the wrong choice you are
weeping because you have seen the degradation in your life, church,
and eﬀectiveness for the Kingdom.
This simple view of judgment will help all of you who are wondering
why some churches are ﬂourishing in the fruits of the Spirit while
others have went the way of ﬂesh and money and have not seen the
fruits or the gifts of the Spirit for years. God’s word was clear in
Revelation chapters 2-3; He would judge the churches prior to the
rapture of the church.
I know of many pastors who have went through a moment or time of
truth during the past ten years. In each of these cases it is clear that the
decision they made eﬀected the outcome of their ministry for the years
to follow. The many that have refused to make a statement for Christ
have lost their potential blessings and call from God, yet refuse to
admit it and possibly don’t even know it. They have had their spiritual
hair cut and did not know what took place. For the few who made the
right decisions they are seeing fruit produced like never before with a
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greater harvest of souls than they ever dreamed possible. In fact these
individuals are now testifying about the things that only the Holy
Spirit could have accomplished.
It has been interesting to watch the signs of the times and the reality
that so many people who thought they were someone have failed and
slipped into the background. It is important to note that God tells
us that our ways are not His ways and His thoughts are above our
thoughts. God’s math is not our math and His judgment is just. There
is a reason that Jesus stated that the ﬁrst should be last, and the last
shall be ﬁrst. He also thanked God for confounding the wise with
simple things. This assures me that God’s judgment is real, simple,
and refreshing. At the same time it will perplex those who thought that
they were clever, intellectual, or in control of their own destiny.
God’s judgment is not ours….The last shall be ﬁrst and the ﬁrst
shall be last!
I have had a few thoughts cross my mind over the pass few years in
regards to God’s plans, intentions, and concern for poor people, needy
people, and the not so ‘prim and proper’ people who do not always ﬁt
into our scheme of society or religious circles.
These thoughts have stemmed from the Biblical evidence that shows
God’s care for the downcast, the underdog, the captives, and the poor.
In fact we can see places where there is a replacement or exchange of
the ‘prim and proper’ with the not so ‘prim and proper.’
Let me start with one of my favorite parables, the Workers in the
Vineyard found in Matthew Chapter 20. The summary is that there
were four rounds where the master of the vineyard selected workers to
work in his vineyard (early morning, 3rd hour, 6th hour, and 9th hour).
More than likely the ‘prim and proper’ were the ﬁrst selected and
then the last were those who were least appealing or least ‘prim and
proper.’ Do you recall ever being selected last for a sports team or a
job, indicating that you were not the ‘top seed’ or most prim and proper
person, therefore being overlooked…left for last? This experience is
somewhat the same as this parable. Nonetheless, the Master chooses to
use all people as He cared about the harvest of the vineyard. However,
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the prim and proper became oﬀended when they found that the not
so prim and proper were included in the harvest and even received
the same pay. This parable eludes to the possibility that as the harvest
of the kingdom draws to the ninth hour of the day, the Master will
choose the not so prim and proper to assist in the harvest. However,
the prim and proper will need to be careful not to become oﬀended. In
fact, Jesus closes this section of scripture by stating “the ﬁrst shall be last
and the last shall be ﬁrst.” Matthew 20:16.
Moving to the Old Testament in Judges 7:1-6, we see that God was
desirous that Gideon would defeat the Midianites. However, God did
not want a man-to-man ‘whose better’ battle, so he had Gideon send
the prim and proper or ‘pretty-boys’ back home. The ﬁrst group who
went back home were those that were fearful and afraid. Two thirds
ﬁt the fearful and afraid category, leaving only ten thousand. Out of
the remaining he was commanded to choose only the 300 men that
improperly lapped up water as a dog…in a not so prim and proper
manner. God was looking for the sincere and die hard men. These were
the chosen men who would represent God’s miracle, and the ‘prim and
proper’ or ‘pretty-boys’ were sent back home.
I am wondering and have given thought to the question; where have
all the pretty-boys gone? Many of them have gone back home, many
are hiding in the pew, many are hiding in a ministry or job that allows
them to feel occupied. However, God has always and will always look
for the men and women who are willing to be more concerned with
advancing the Kingdom than those who are worried about being prim
and proper, or who are afraid and fearful. Even during Jesus’ days on
the earth the Jewish Scribes and Pharisees looked religiously prim and
proper. They were viewed as the pretty boys of their day; while at the
same time right under their nose, Jesus picked the not so prim and
proper ‘rag-a-muﬃns’ to represent Him. The ﬁrst became last, and the
last became ﬁrst.
Often times when we are looking and worrying about looking prim
and proper, it causes us to miss the eternal matters of the Kingdom. I
believe that is why Jesus laid it on the line when He said in Matthew
11: 12 “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom
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of Heaven suﬀers violence and the violent take it by force.” In addition
back in verse 6 of this same chapter Jesus says “And blessed is he who
is not oﬀended in me.” As I look at the great men and women of God
throughout history, it is clear that they were far less concerned with
looking and acting prim and proper than they were in advancing the
Kingdom at all costs.
If you are a leader in ministry you may have been searching for the
wrong people if you have been looking for those who appear to be
stable, talented, or prim and proper. God may want you to begin
another search for the lesser people who can bid the work of the Lord.
If you are a person who always feels like no one wants you on the
ministry team, get ready, because God is ready to close out the Church
age and rapture His church. This means that His Word will come to
pass and He will be looking for the last to become ﬁrst, and the ﬁrst
to be last. This includes using you to assist in the greatest moment in
the Kingdom.
If you are a person who is always worried about how you are perceived
and ensuring that you look prim and proper, be careful that you do not
miss the deeper and more meaningful things of God. The Bible is clear
that man looks at the outward and God looks at the inward.
God warns all of us through Christ’s parable of the great supper in
Luke 14:15-24 that things will not be as they appear. The parable
states that the people who were originally called to the supper feast
suddenly got prim and proper with life, and were too occupied to
come. Therefore, the master told the servants to go and get the poor,
lame, and the maimed, or the not so prim and proper to attend. The
fact was that the prim and proper were replaced with the not so prim
and proper. “The last shall become ﬁrst and the ﬁrst last.” I am constantly
reminded that I should not look down upon any person and how God
desires to use them. In the name of Jesus, everyone is qualiﬁed. I should
also not be more concerned with being perceived as prim and proper
by man, more than being obedient to God.
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Chapter Eight

The Everywhere But
Here Mindset
I recall September 11, 2001 very vividly as I was very un-engaged
as the events were taking place that day. I was at work and working
on what I thought was a critical project which had a short deadline.
Throughout the day I began to notice people at work turning on TV’s
in which I could periodically see glimpses of the horror, yet that still
did not get my attention. The reason it did not get my attention was
I had been trained by this time in my life to watch major wars, major
issues, and real life horrors on T.V. as if it was a movie and not really
happening in my life.
At this point in my life I had seen the Gulf War on T.V., hurricanes,
school shootings, the Oklahoma City bombing, and of course the
infamous OJ Simpson police chase. These were real things happening
around the world, but they were always somewhere else and happening
to other people. In addition, I had somehow been eﬀected by the
negative side of reality T.V. shows such as Survivor; where people were
creating situations as a way to sensualize the issues of life.
It was not until a month after 9/11/2001 when my wife Pam, our two
daughters, and I took a trip to ground zero in New York City, did the
whole thing become a reality. At that time we could only get within a
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few blocks from the site, but the stench of electrical ﬁre and dusty air
was unbelievable. We looked at each other in shock and somewhat a
pathetic and sobering attitude of ‘this really did happen!’ One afternoon
we took a boat ferry trip as close to the ﬁnancial district as we could.
As we were in line waiting for the ferry we met a man named ‘Nick’.
Nick was a ﬁnancial worker on Wall Street who began sharing with us
his ﬁrst hand account of what it was like being in the Twin Towers that
day. He had tears in his eyes as he told us the story of losing friends
in the attack and the reality of people jumping into the harbor right
where we were standing with him.
This real life example made us very aware of the fact that America has
become tranquilized by media and information to the point we may
not be able to distinguish what is real and not real. In addition, we
have become desensitized by absorbing so much information. Many
may have even reached the point that they are almost incapable of
processing the emotional side of what is really happening in our living
rooms via T.V.
In addition to the desensitization, our modern culture has blended a
lot of fact with a little ﬁction to the point that it is diﬃcult to process
the emotion, let alone tell what information is fact from ﬁction. The
blending of all this information has made it diﬃcult to assimilate what
is happening in America and objectively contrast it to my life. It could
easily appear as if the things happening across America are happening
everywhere else and to everyone else, while my life remains the same.
Ever since my personal example of 9/11, there has been many more
hurricanes viewed on TV such as Katrina, the Tsunami in Indonesia,
the hanging of Saddam Hussein, wild ﬁres in western states, the war
in Iraq, bankruptcies, genocides, and more terrorism events outside
America.
I am concerned that I have become unaware of the reality of what is
happening around the world, even though it is being piped into my
living room T.V. set. My life seems to still go on as if life is not changing
around me. Yet, deep down I know that if I could travel around the
world where all these events are taking place there would be hundreds
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of thousands, if not millions of Nicks who have lived in the events of
the modern world that are being broadcast into my living room.
On the spiritual side of life the same kind of fact versus ﬁction has
been occurring. There have been numerous top selling books and
movies such as the Left Behind Series, The DaVincci Code, The Purpose
Driven Life, The Purpose Driven Church, God Chasers, God Pleasers,
Prayer of Jabez, One Night with the King, The Visitation, and The Present
Darkness. There has been an onslaught of fact and ﬁction books that
make it hard for people to know what fact versus ﬁction really is. As
an example, review the list of book titles that I just gave you and list
which ones are fact and which ones are ﬁction. The reality is that all
of the books I just mentioned, except two of them, are ﬁction books,
but many people read them as if they are non-ﬁction. What is more
frightening is the reality that there are as many as 50% truths in the
ﬁction books. Individuals who are ill versed on the Bible would never
be able to discern which parts are truth and which parts are ﬁction.
This fuzzy life that we are living in with many half-truths combined
with so much information makes it diﬃcult to separate what is really
happening in the spiritual realm, let alone have solid convictions over
the scriptural truths that are guaranteed to happen. It is no wonder
people are starting to question if there is still a heaven and hell, or if
the world will really come into judgment when everything has been
mixed into a hodge-podge of half-truths through books, media, and
even sermons, that mix fact with ﬁction.
The fact and ﬁction mixture gives great momentum for a pseudo belief
system that says the real truths are for a diﬀerent time, and diﬀerent
people; but not for me or my family. Most Christians have developed
their own truth serum that states ‘we love God too much and He loves
us too much to ever include me into any dangerous or judgmental kind
of events.’ In other words they are saying bad things are for everyone
else, everywhere else.
I am ashamed that I and many others could begin to believe this type of
subtle, yet very real lie. Could it be that people are failing to allow their
emotions and/or spiritual side of life to enter the reality that scripture
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is 100% true? Are people capable of understanding that the Bible is for
all of humanity, including me? Or, has the enemy once again deceived
people to get confused on what is real from what is not real?
Let’s assume that I am an average person and I live an average life and
view real events much the same way I initially viewed the 9/11 event.
Expand this concept into our spiritual lives and realize that the reality
of a severe shaking by a real God may go completely unnoticed…and
thus Jesus’ statement that the coming of the Lord will be just like the
days of Noah where people were unaware of the coming. Despite the
reality that Noah spent years warning people that a ﬂood would be
coming, they still chose to ignore his message.
The Coming of the Kingdom of God
“Having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come, Jesus replied, The kingdom of God does not come
with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or
‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.
Then he said to his disciples, the time is coming when you will
long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not
see it. Men will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go
running oﬀ after them. For the Son of Man in his day will be like
the lightning, which ﬂashes and lights up the sky from one end to
the other. But ﬁrst he must suﬀer many things and be rejected by
this generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it
be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking,
marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered
the ark. Then the ﬂood came and destroyed them all. It was the
same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying
and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom,
ﬁre and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.
It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On
that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods
inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the ﬁeld
should go back for anything. Remember Lot’s wife! Whoever tries
to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve
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it. I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will
be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain
together; one will be taken and the other left.” Luke 17:20-36
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Chapter Nine

Summary, Wake-up, and
Salutation
Summary
Every major event or revelation in the history of the world has a deﬁning
factor associated with it. When 9/11/2001 occurred it became the
deﬁning moment for Americans and the world to recognize terrorism
as an activity to be dealt with. The event changed the way we view
protecting our country and being on the alert. Every airplane was
required to have a locked cockpit door, every airport was required to
scan luggage and people in a more secure manner, and every airport
was required to advertise security alert messages. For the ﬁrst time in
the history of aviation a whole new system was quickly implemented.
It was done so quickly and seriously because the public took seriously
the loss of over 3,000 lives as well as the newly understood evidence of
terrorism within our midst. It was time for Americans to stop taking
for granted the threat that this type of evil could occur to us on our
own soil. The greatest accusations against deﬁning moments like 9/11
and/or Katrina is that the appropriate warnings were not given, or that
the warnings that had been received were not taken serious enough.
I trust this book has been a learning experience and an admittance that
the time we are living in should be taken serious as heaven and hell are
clashing at this very moment. The world structures we have known
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are starting to be shaken while satan ravages our churches, children,
schools, and every person who may be hanging in the balance between
spiritual life and death. My prayer is that you take this deﬁning
moment in the history of the world to shore up the reality that satan
has used the deception of time to minimize your eﬀect upon your
family, community and church. Be on guard and realize that we should
not take for granted the spiritual threat that has been in our very midst
for some time. God desires to use this book and the warnings by many
others to allow you to take serious the scripture and warning signs he
has so graciously provided for us.
Considering this book has been simple, yet complex, it is necessary to
help each reader summarize the application of the content. The reality
that we are closing in on the rapture of the church and/or second
coming of Christ forces us to clarify key aspects of our time. These
aspects include:
1. Reference points on a timeline helping us deﬁne truth.
2. Without a reference point to time, truth can be misleading
and people can be deceived.
3. Can we identify the time or season of time we are presently
living in?
4. What function(s) does Christ play during the years and
days before the rapture of the church?
5. What characteristics or activities will we experience in our
present time that can help us identify the time frame?
6. Are you embracing the only things that will remain…faith,
hope, and love?
We are deﬁnitely living in a day where the activities that are actually
occurring clearly indicate that we are reaching the culmination of the
time that Christ said would come. As described in the introduction
chapter there are over 30 activities that are all occurring simultaneously.
The warning signs are all in place. God has been faithful and has been
sounding the alarm as He stated in His word. “Blow the trumpet in
Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. ‘Let all who live in the land
tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand.’ Joel 2:
1 NIV
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The simultaneous clashing of activities are the very cause of bizarre
and cataclysmic behaviors in the world, nature, and the church.
Considering the fact that Christ warned of these activities and their
increase in intensity once the world reaches a certain point; we have an
indicator that things will become more bizarre and more catastrophic.
All the religion in the world or all the moral correctness can’t prevent
the reality that God’s Word is true, and will come to pass. We have
hit the time frame on the world timeline where we need to buckle up
spiritually and be prepared for the testing of our faith. It will be a time
as never before seen to humanity and we will only have one choice…
but to stand in faith. The warning given in Ephesians is exactly what
is needed during this time.
‘Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the
day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and
after you have done everything, to stand. Stand ﬁrm then,
with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet ﬁtted
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you
can extinguish all the ﬂaming arrows of the evil one. Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the saints.’ Ephesians 6: 13-18
NIV
For this reason we need to be careful in our understanding. We cannot
ﬁght against God’s plan once we know the time we live in. You have
learned throughout this book that timing is very important and that
the very ‘correct’ thing to do in one time frame may be the very wrong
thing in a diﬀerent time frame. This helps explain the strange reality
that the more we try and produce in the name of religion such as
movies, music, programs, etc…the less impact we will have. The reason
is simple; the more we produce even though it is religious will only be
a band-aid that takes the place for the all out faith that is required. All
the programs mixed without faith will be hopeless.
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“For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did;
but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those
who heard did not combine it with faith.” Hebrews 4:2
As you have gathered by this point the only hope for people will be
using the currency of heaven…FAITH. As we are in the very midst
of transitioning from a temporal world that is shaking, to a spiritual
world that was built upon faith; we need to get ready to have the correct
currency. We are entering an era that requires the kind of simple faith
that operates by itself without all the religion. This same kind of faith
was used in the Old Testament when the Lord sent snakes among His
people. Their healing when bitten by the snakes was simple faith. They
could look upon the brass snake and live. If they refused this simple
faith of looking and believing they simply died!! The same may be true
in the near future. The Gospel may get real simple if people are given
a simple choice….look upon the cross and live, or die. By the way this
has been the same simple message for centuries that we have perverted
to include many other rituals.
Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the
people and many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and
said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against
you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. The LORD said to Moses, “Make
a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at
it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a
pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the
bronze snake, he lived. Numbers 21: 6-9 NIV
If we can conclude the approximate time frame we are living in, we can
than conclude the possible roles that Christ plays during this timeline.
According to scripture, in Revelation chapters 1-3 we can conclude
that Christ’s role is far from a baby in the manger or our Savior on
the cross. The visual is clear in the book of Revelation that just prior
to the rapture; Christ is a judge that has given churches opportunity
to choose to put Him ﬁrst or have their light (pastor) removed. If
Christ has served as a judge in our midst, we need to admit that He
has put the edict out for the churches who serve him and those who
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don’t. Statistically speaking we could estimate that 2 out of 7 churches
would have made the decision to stay committed to Christ and still
hate the sin that Christ hates; while 5 out of 7 churches would have
had their light removed from them. This process would help fulﬁll the
prophecy of the apostate church…those churches that left their ﬁrst
love; Christ.
Wake-Up
Based on common sense, scriptural evidence, and the reality of the
church being exposed by the media, we can no longer ignore, hide, or
make up excuses for what has happened or happening in the Church.
The same thing is true for the world and all the disappointments that
are happening with weather, ﬁnances, marriage, relationships, sin, etc.
It is time to wake-up and realize that our human eﬀorts are having less
of an impact than they once did. The statistics will continue to baﬄe
the simple minded -- that the sin of the church will be greater than the
sin of the world. The reason being; as many as 5 out of 7 churches are
not Christians serving Christ; they are disillusioned people who have
put their hope in people, buildings, charisma, and doctrine. They have
become sentimental with replays of Christ in the Manger and Christ
on the Cross; but deny the power of the risen Lord who has victory
over death and the grave. These people will try all the harder only to
ﬁnd that they are violating the scripture of putting all faith in Christ
alone. For all the people who cannot live without a church, my advice
would be to make sure you search and ﬁnd one of the few churches
that have not left their ﬁrst love. Unfortunately for many people, it will
be too late because they have sold-out to humanity a long time ago;
their church means more to them than Christ. Only a miracle from
God will allow them out of their structure and tradition. Many who
can break the cycle of tradition will ﬁnd it necessary to geographically
relocate to a location that still has a faithful church.
As already stated as we go forward in the present timeline, all human
eﬀorts will have an even lesser impact. The reason is simple; our present
time is a cataclysmic moment where God’s plan to shake the heavens
and the earth is clashing with satan’s plan to confuse humanity. We
must admit that our human eﬀorts are no match for the spiritual
realm. This is not about ﬂesh and blood, but a spiritual battle against
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an all out shaking, quaking, and breaking of the human aspect of
our existence; and frankly speaking, many have not been educated or
trained to operate within this realm of faith. We have reached a point
in time where without a total surrender to Christ; we will perish and
risk a spiritual death. It is truly a deﬁning moment to test humanity.
Thus Christ’s question… ‘I tell you, he will see that they get justice,
and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he ﬁnd
faith on the earth?” Luke 18:8 NIV
We need to wake-up to the fact that God desires to receive all Glory
and seeks those who worship Him in truth and in Spirit. Those who
worship him in truth and spirit understand God’s timing and the
fact that the only things that will remain are faith, hope and love…1
Corinthians. 13:13. During the time of great shaking and satan’s arsenal
against us in the last days; all that we will have is faith, hope and love to
see us through. The fact that all the spiritual activities are occurring are
forcing us to lose control of many of the things that we put our hope
in: churches, people, ﬁnances, jobs, savings, and personal relationships.
All these things that we have put our faith in have allowed us to control
them to a certain degree. Now that we are losing control, we are being
tested. For the people who still want to control their circumstances
the ride will be messy, tiring, and in the end it will be dissatisfying.
God’s desire has, is, and will always be for a total reliance on Him. He
has proclaimed the reality that every knee will bow and every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the Glory of God the Father:
Ephesians 2:7-9. The people who have lived for themselves, churches,
pastors, denominations, work, ﬁnances, etc. will ﬁnd it diﬃcult to lose
control of the very things they no longer will be able to control.
For those of you who insist that this isn’t fair; please be reminded that
it is not about fairness. It is about God’s promise being fulﬁlled in the
appropriate time frame. All the people who were in the NYC Twin
Towers prior to 9/11/2001 never had a fear or worry. However when
the time frame of terrorism changed, all the people who were in the
building on 9/11/2001 were treated completely diﬀerent. A diﬀerent
time frame was being applied to their circumstances. The same is true
within the spiritual realm; as God ﬁnalizes His plan, things will be
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completely diﬀerent for us who are alive than it was for the saints who
went on before.
As you read this conclusion I want to state clearly that the exposure
of ministers will continue at an alarming rate. All those ministers who
were in their position for the job, money, position, or arrogance of
being in control will be stepping down as the pressure will be too great
for them. It will be a time to separate the spiritual men from the boys.
God knew and foretold of this day when He stated that the last will
be ﬁrst and the ﬁrst will be last. The numerous Para-church leaders
during this time have refused to step-up and help purify the church
before the media did it for them. The wake-up call is real and alarming
when one considers that things will get worse not better. The church
must begin to be the one to cleanse itself and not let the court and
media expose it. It is time for all church leaders to work towards this
process of honesty and purity and not worry that they will lose their
support base. The indictment is serious and severe when ministers and
ministries would cry out about the world’s sin but ignore the church’s
sin. The assumption when they will not speak out against the sin is that
they are afraid of losing their support and/or they are protecting the
fraternity of ministers and ministries. The cleansing will be messy and
dirty, because God is about ready to come back for a church without a
spot or without a wrinkle.
The word that God gave me a few years ago is ever applicable to our
day. “I am coming back for a church that is prepared, clean, and pure; but
ﬁrst I must raise the church back to life. It will be as the moment I rose
Lazarus from the dead. The people were more concerned that His body
stunk than the reality of the moment that a new life was on the other side
of the wrapping and stench of a few day old dead carcass. When I raise the
church it will be messy, smelly, and sticky as one unravels the bandages that
are stuck to the skin of a decomposed body.”
The wake-up call is real. We must start using the currency of heaven
and the supernatural. That currency is faith. Money, fame, names,
tradition, and position were man’s currency on earth during the age
of grace. God is preparing His Bride to transition to the supernatural
realm of the unknown where man no longer controls. This currency
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of faith must look to Scripture and Christ as unfailing and real for
our lives today. Please do not let many more days go by before you
get your heart prepared and ready; the warning signs are sounding.
For those of you who are attending a church that has become apostate
and no longer serves Christ with an unfailing love; please consider repositioning your self to a place where there is a dedicated minister and
people who continually make the statements that ‘they love Christ’ and
the fruit of their works show their faith is supernaturally real. This
may require many to physically move. But search the scriptures and
you will ﬁnd God continually moved His people when they needed
to be protected during a certain time frame. A favored person hears
God’s voice and responds so their family is protected. Stubborn and
ignorant people stay with culture and tradition and many times perish.
When God knew King Herod would murder every boy under two
years old He told Joseph and Mary to move to Egypt quickly. I believe
God told many others, but not all responded. They were more in love
with tradition, family, their synagogue and home while they watched
their young boys die at the hands of the evil one. The same was true
in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. Many people were warned
and escaped before it was too late; but they had to be willing to let go
of what they had. However, many people perished because they did
not know how to let go of what they had. I would challenge everyone
who is reading this to not think so highly of yourself that you too
may be asked to move to ‘higher ground’ if needed during the present
day of bizarre and cataclysmic activities from weather, jobs, ﬁnances,
relationships, etc. God wants to protect His people, but if His people
demand that He always meet them on their turf and terms, they may
end up perishing as many others have.
Salutation
I want to encourage you to realize that we may be the generation
that witnesses the return of Christ; whether that is the rapture of
the church or both the rapture of the church and second coming of
Christ. We need to be more heavenly minded and less self-centered to
be better prepared for that moment. Because God chooses plans that
are not our plans, we do need to be careful that we do not have it all
visualized based on the viewing of the “Left Behind Series” or a shallow
Sunday message that painted the ‘event’ in a neat and tidy image within
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our mind. God is shifting and shaking humanity to prepare for His
glorious return that will make News Years Eve in Times Square appear
as a marshmallow roast in Podunk, Vermont. (Yes there is a Podunk,
VT…and hopefully they take no oﬀense).
In November of 2007 my wife Pam was alone in our home in Ozark,
Missouri. She suddenly heard a loud boom or door slamming in the
house. She was shocked and immediately went outside. Once outside
our neighbor’s father shared with her that the loud boom was the Space
Shuttle re-entering orbit directly above Springﬁeld/Ozark, Missouri.
We happened to be on the Shuttles trajectory path between outer space
back to the space station in Houston, TX. Pam went back in the house
and by the time she turned the TV on, CNN had reported that the
space shuttle had landed (15 minutes after the boom she heard). The
noise is caused by a sonic boom when a space craft re-enters the orbit
at a fast rate of speed. Upon her telling me about this neat experience
I immediately thought of the scripture which states that when Christ
appears in the clouds there will be a trumpet sounding. Considering
He will be in the clouds means that he will re-enter our orbit. It can
only be assumed that He will come at a speed much greater than the
space shuttle. Imagine the super-sonic, supernatural sound(s) that may
be heard through-out the world. Could it be that God is positioning
all people to be aligned in the trajectory path between heaven and the
landing? This may explain the population shift toward the southern
skies and the need for people such as the Jewish people to move back to
Israel? I am reminded that God is a God of order and will do all that
needs to be done so we can witness His return.
As time progresses toward our Savior’s return and you see and hear
about more bizarre and catastrophic activities…step back and ask
‘What in Heaven and Hell is Happening?, or simply echo the acronym
‘What in H3?’ May God allow you to contemplate the contents of this
book and examine scripture so that your heart can be prepared for His
marvelous return for a people without spot or wrinkle? We encourage
and plead with you to begin exchanging your temporal currencies and
activities with faith in Christ Jesus. There will be no other option if we
are truly narrowing in on more deﬁning moments.
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